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Post Investment Summit 2019

Nepal Council of World Affairs organized an interaction programme on "Post Investment
Summit 2019" on April 7, 2019, at NCWA Hall, Pulchowk. Former Vice-Chairman of
National Planning Commission, Mr. Deependra Bahadur Kshetry, and former Member,
National Planning Commission, Dr. Posh Raj Pandey, were speakers on the topic. The
E—- BULLETIN programme was started with the introductory remarks from the President of NCWA,
Mr. Hemanta Kharel.

Vote of thanks was given by Executive Member of NCWA, Mr. Buddhi Narayan Shrestha,
at the end of the programme. At the beginning of the programme, the Vice President, Mr.
Umesh Bahadur Malla, gave welcome remarks. The programme was conducted by NCWA
treasurer, Mr. Rabindra Nath Bhattarai.
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Government of Nepal organized Investment Summit in Kathmandu, Nepal during 29-30
March 2019. To further enhance Nepal’s standing as a promising investment destination
and build on the recent encouraging developments the Summit generated huge interest in
the international community, thus helping to create a positive momentum among potential
foreign investors. Dr. Posh Raj Pandey stated that attracting Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) was not a walk in the park. Mr. Deependra Bahadur Kshetri said that Nepal, being a
least developed country and without much in the way of natural resources, was not an
exception. FDI can provide the country much-needed capital, not to mention managerial
expertise and technical knowledge. Even to harness Nepal’s immense hydro potential,
huge capital was needed.
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Human Rights and International Relations

Nepal Council of World Affairs organized an interaction programme on "Human Rights and
International Relations" on April 25, 2019, at NCWA Hall, Pulchowk. Chairperson of National
Human Rights Commission-Nepal, and Former Chief Justice of Supreme Court of Nepal, Hon'ble
Anup Raj Sharma chaired the session.

At the programme, introductory remarks was given by the President of NCWA, Mr. Hemanta
Kharel. Vote of thanks was given by Vice President of NCWA, Mr. Umesh Bahadur Malla.
Executive Member, Miss Jaya Sharma, gave welcome remarks. The programme was conducted by
the treasurer of NCWA and Associate Professor Mr. Rabindra Nath Bhattarai.

Jurer faea @ gfvweer fafq R0k Fem@ 9R
T AT AR T AT qFy”
TARA qAT ARIBAT HAHH  ATITSTAT DT
fadn | BrEwHET THE F<hT AT /T Afgwr |
ARTHT  FAT  AFAD AT TH AT |
ATIPR T ARG THIH [diae ATATHESHT Nepal Council of World Affai
AEAT FRET T ATHT AT | I FEARAR , ? Yolk and lei=-sclion wwr
| B '

LAl TG AAET S U @Ierel (AU
fora |

A AfIPR AR AHE AU THIA
TATAPT FTIFART TIEAT ATRAB] AT GFaed (e THIHT g fa 9T FARTAT ales I
T AR AARS Tl fagreaarg qraar W 9 Ofehemell Heldbd 99 Iqdrs oo
MRREHMAT T@ Ah T T4T |

AT ATIBR T ARG TR AALATATL Ao AT Ja19Te TSIAT ST AUl HIAIRHT AT
ARl qFEAT FA=ATSIehT TEehl FaTSaHadT | JefiTe ST ST TATelTehl ATHE ATIBTIRT 3w
AAAATIDRD] TR AT STelsel  AIel B, Telhl TR T THRA  A[T  ATIdR
BT FEIAT FERIAT TI5, T+ TAT | ST FqTelehl TTTeT HIE ATTepRepT fgqree I8 97 aiq
FATITF] AT TAERT HeAThd T TleheT LT GoIAT AP TATST FAT | AITATTHTT SEST@r A
ferep atferepreept =g Tfvw 9f 1 FrET=TT g9 FETHT AHT WEHN TATSS WIAF g T (67 TR
T FET f&7 FTATEAT AT T WG AT [ATAHT T G {qUT AR FET AU A
B, TAR FATEITR AT TqATs IS, Tl HATS & HUHT 1447 |

STHTST TATeAT | aRT % AT% fauz aft=mmes qeifed awer aarse arT % #7 Teq faug ¥
TaUdr T T@e g qREdadHl [TUadrg A qRET e A9uid aeHEEd 99T T TR
1 AT TR=HTHT AT §F TP TATS AAT | FRORTHT dleq ITHIS A AT ARTFR ATTTHT
TRl Ta0TAT TR FST A YA FUH FdATeg+ a¥ TSIl FASR Tl I&qd T T
IR THT ST TPl TATSE T ATPRATTHT JATId AT (8ol ATNTRT qrHehTers
GEATST YITd TRl ARMIIHT AT AT | AMGT AT ATIFR ATANTHT HTIET T ATThR Fehrara
qI TR IR AEIET @TgT A g el AT | afs SEeHr T Wl fagge § wikd 9
FrARINGT GTHT AATAH] TASHT AT AT Ak, [a9deht I AT a¢1 AAFHAT AT ATHR AN

NEPAL COUNCIL OF WORLD AFFAIRS
E-BULLETIN



VOLUME 2 ISSUE 2 PAGE 3

CONT..

B FGAT 'T TSHT Tl N 29T B | AT 049 FTeTehl TTIATIA & 5 'T TSHT Te ATH 3 |
TR AHARETHT AT T (FTF 09 T &1 A AR Ifes’ u2ar gaga aarsd 9a1 ¥ J=dl g
AleT FHTAA AARRT qRFER % T FARA FARabld TN AL AT TAFHT A GHF Iaehl
FATSH FAT | A [aTaHT TXFRBT ATTEHT ATARTATS FIABIURT T MR Tl JraarTaied
STETHT AHE ARIFR ATRT TA, 0% FT T TFl (G 98 Araaraaqr qai Tieued!
TR AFHRATAT FHwT T fauell Toen Saraed faRadl FRU [Geded qasiiae g1 Tdwd! aarsd 94l |

FEAFHAT AT T TUH (G99 TFI=d IR 8T
T @A A AldPR STl TR [T IR T
F9TRT TSR TIATHT TATST AT | BATHT T =
T AT ATRAT Yfqaad HeTaratdachiars Jehra- .
T gerge e qiva T were gt = WY »

¢ 2 \ ér T ~> ; (q:;r 31'21}[ l q /, a N'Pd)Cavnn)oiWMldA“ I’{“\

GIUTAT ATTHT FHTERH FRI iiedaedrs o A= : 1. st Frog
TET URHT TET SIS WERATS  (ATAFAT M e S el
ARTTCHT Fel A q=ATIT AE T HUH! ¥ | i
AERTH A AHR  [G8gsel  gErEErEe
@A T W|AAAU WE EAGA AU 7
TE WA RS TS HA TR fuE
WWWWIWW@WWWWWW WW
AT ATART AT ATES Tl ga+ aarsd 9T | JdT ATINTHT AXHRHT F exqeqT gag
wﬁfw%&mﬁwwaﬁﬁmmwwﬁn

TARAR] FHAT IJIRIT AThATE TRTH FIFHR IAT
6 amdmTehr  oemer T WA AT ATHHT
qifedars = feq @rotel d¥ ARHRE! [egdr 9 @l
fuer B9 9 WERS A @ WA AT
TehT TATIAT THUHT AT SRIATIS T BhIATHATIATE
s faafad ga7 9w o |

fosmarer gox fdT oAl geATad fagEeHr ST
T GET AT AfRAE Hel AATSHIE FATAHATET
FATAIATS (TR I ITaa el ANTH qR AT a0 GARAH Tgehrel dfeet § a9 &7 q=
TAfFT FATS AT | HIME ATIFR FARTA HTRAT Giqasd TXERATS JoT T TR U T
HETITAIEhT ARFR E1gH ARFREBN FTAAT TedATeh¥ &1 T3aT | el [Tarame! I &5 arer qrea
HTIFRBT IJALRIE GIHRA [ GRIGHT ATH G Taobl SB[ FAT |

T faed FFee aRuEd AT TR S<h BIARAAT
IR FHAAIT FaT AT AT 9TA @ 7T faq
AUHT AT 9 IATET #T IH T8GR Hoddl gvadra AT
THATHT 90T | FAHHH FoATaq TRIGH FETEAL TE
qreATIe A7 Iavx AT HEed T AUHT AT | FEHRTHET
afeugeRr fata=t et fafr= fauae fas e qa1 @R
g IUTeAld ! faa |

-~

NEPAL COUNCIL OF WORLD AFFAIRS
E-BULLETIN



VOLUME 2 ISSUE 2 PAGE 4

Nepal-India-China Relations in the Present Context

Nepal Council of World Affairs organized an interaction programme on "Nepal-India-China
Relations in the Present Context" on June 27, 2019, at NCWA Hall, Pulchowk. Chief Guest of the
programme Former Prime Minister Rt. Hon’ble Madhav Kumar Nepal addressed the topic.

In the programme introductory remarks was given by the
President of NCWA, Mr. Hemanta Kharel. Vote of thanks was
given by Vice President of NCWA, Mr. Umesh Bahadur Malla.
Secretary of NCWA, Mr. Bhuban Pathak, gave welcome re-
marks. The programme was conducted by the NCWA treasurer
and Associate Professor Mr. Rabindra Nath Bhattarai.
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Former Prime Minister Rt. Hon'ble Madhav Kumar Nepal, stated that the theme of the seminar
was sensitive as it involved relations between three countries, Nepal-India-China. He opined that
since Nepal is located in a crucial geostrategic location highlighted by late King Prithvi Narayan
Shah as a "yam between two boulders", it should be very careful in conducting its relations with its
immediate neighbors India and China. He pointed out that a country should first be economically
strong to play a meaningful role in the international arena and remembered how former Chinese
President’s Hu Jintao had given him this message back in 1998 while explaining about the present
and future of China’s foreign policy. Highlighting the role of national unity for a strong foreign
policy, he argued that a balanced foreign policy aided by active economic diplomacy would be
crucial in Nepal’s graduation from the status of Least Developed Country (LDC) to a Developing
Country. He also emphasized on the need to treat the agricultural sector as the foundation of Ne-
pal’s economy and to modernize agriculture in the country so that it could help in generation of
jobs and aid exports. He also identified other two sectors, hydropower and tourism, as the engines
of Nepal’s economic growth. He lamented on the tendency of the people to earn without working
hard and the alarming rise in the level of corruption in the country.

The former prime minister emphasized on the need to have a consensus on the foreign and security
policies of the country among the political parties. Similarly, he also stressed on the need to study,
update, augment and then implement the recommendations on foreign and security policies that
were formulated by committees formed under various governments at different points of time.
Elaborating on Nepal’s relationship with India and China, he stated relations with the immediate
neighbors are age-old and defined by the common linkages such as Sita, Bhrikuti, Hinduism and
Buddhism. He suggested that it is better to avoid using the word “equidistance” as Nepal’s rela-
tions with one of its neighbors could not be compared with another and therefore be treated sepa-
rately. He added that in spite of two different political and economic regimes in India and China,
Nepal should cooperate with both its neighbors and could even act as a bridge between them. He
strictly cautioned against using one neighbor against the other.

Commenting that our history is more than five thousand years old, he highlighted the glory of Ne-
pal as being independent throughout history. He mentioned that it was a pride for Nepal that its
role in global peace has been appreciated worldwide and its peace process has been taken as a
guide in other countries. He told that there were three types of tendencies in Nepal with respect to
viewing India, namely, surrendering behavior, criticizing behavior and critical analytical approach.
He stated that he has always advised Indians leaders to understand the sensitivities of Nepal and
sentiments of Nepali people and deal accordingly. He noted that if Nepal is peaceful and stable, it
will be beneficial for the peace and security of both the neighbors. Echoing Nepal’s endeavor for
peace, he reiterated Nepal’s commitment to the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and non-
participation in any sort of military alliance. He assured that Nepal is steadfast in not allowing any
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terrorist activities against the neighbors from its soil as [
India is mainly concerned with movement of terrorists
across the open border and China is mainly concerned
with activities of the advocates of Tibetan independence
movement. He declared that Nepal wants to be friends
with all the countries and does not hold enmity with Prog
anyone. He aISO' re'tcalled how he had cpnvmced the then =
Indian Prime Minister Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao in 1994 = s
while meeting him as Nepal’s Foreign Minister to open | /. #
the Bangabandhu route for trade with Bangladesh'
instead of the India-proposed route of Radhikapur which would not have been feasible for Nepal
due to its distance and poor connectivity.
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Mepalindia-China Relations in the Present Context

Answering the questions, Rt. Hon’ble Madhav Kumar Nepal stated that development, aided by
economic diplomacy, should be our national priority and we should be free from the “small state
syndrome”. He pointed out that issues related to the constitution are our internal matter and exter-
nal interference on it cannot be accepted. He also hoped that Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
would accept the EPG report at the earliest. He opined that Nepal should take part in China-led
BRI mega project based on our national interests. He also assured that he would take up matters
related to the committee reports on Nepal’s foreign and security policies at the highest level for its
successful implementation. He pointed out that the government might have sought some more time
to graduate from the LDC status to extract benefits at the moment so that it can be fully prepared
to upgrade its status after a few years. He also stated that Nepali people have chosen republicanism
and secularism and there was no chance of these systems being reversed. He also highlighted on
the need for Nepal to address the issues of global warming and climate change and recalled the
cabinet meeting that took place in Sagarmatha’s Kalapatthar area to highlight the cause during his
tenure as the prime minister.

The former prime minister emphasized on adopting strict measure to discourage religious conver-
sion in the country. He opined that Nepal should promote religious tourism to attract one billion
Hindus and Buddhists around the world. He also explained his concept of building a museum in
which replicas of all major pilgrimage sites across the country could be accommodated. Similarly,
he envisioned the concept of a museum at Narayanhiti Palace where the history of all the dynasties
that ruled Nepal could be portrayed as well as all the major political events that have taken place in
Nepal’s history could be highlighted. He pointed out that the issue related to Pashupatinath Tem-
ple need to be dealt sensitively as it involves the role of UNESCO as well as sentiments of the lo-
cal people. He also pledged to keep on working for the people of Rautahat because of his close
sentimental attachment with his birthplace and its people as well as ponder into the issue related to
smuggling of alcohol across the Gaur border. Regarding trust deficit with neighbors, he urged that
we all should look to the future to build trust and maintain cordial relations by utilizing all tracks
of diplomacy rather than delve in the issues of the past.

Dr. Binod P. Bista, Maj. Gen. (Retd.) Tika Dhamala, Former Ambassador Prof. Mohan P. Lohani,
Former Vice President of NCWA Mr. Prakash A. Raj, Former Ambassador Dr. Bishnu Hari Ne-
pal, Former President of NCWA Dr. Rajendra Bahadur Shrestha, Dr. Posh Raj Pandey, Dr. Su-
shma Acharya, Mr. Padam Lal Shrestha, Dr. Bishnu Dev Pant, Mr. Bhesh Nath Sapkota, Former
Treasurer of NCWA Mr. Prabhu Ray Yadav, Prof. Gopal Pokharel, Mr. Mahesh Kumar Agrawal,
Former Vice Chairman of National Planning Commission Dr. Rabindra Kumar Shakya, Mr.
Kaladhar Gaire, Mr. Chandra Bahadur Shrestha, and Mr. Badri Das Shrestha, raised questions on
the topic presented by the former Prime Minister.
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In his introductory remarks President of NCWA, Mr. He-
manta Kharel, stressed on the need for Nepal’s foreign
policy to be guided by national interests. He explained
that while Nepal and India share ancient and cordial ties,
the open border poses both opportunities and challenges.
He highlighted the fact that there were 30 lakhs Nepali
people in India for seasonal jobs and 40 thousand people
served in the Indian Army apart from the 1.25 lakh re- §
tired soldiers. He informed that India accounted for 60-
70% of Nepal’s imports and 55-60% of Nepal’s exports
were to India. He suggested that Nepal should focus on
economic diplomacy to attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) from India. Similarly, he also ex-
pressed optimism that Nepal could also benefit from huge investments, aid and tourism from its
northern neighbor China. Mentioning that Nepal could highly benefit from the Chinese flagship
project of Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), he, however , cautioned that Nepal should carefully se-
lect projects under the same so as to maximize the benefits. He pointed out that in spite of having
different political systems, China and India are engaging greatly in trade and other economic ac-
tivities. He cautioned that Nepal should show maturity in conducting its foreign policy and should
not play the India and China cards against one another. He reminded that Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping had advised several times to various Nepali leaders to maintain cordial relations with India.
He also stressed on the need for the institutionalization of Ministry of Foreign Affairs and stated
that diplomats posted at the Nepali missions should strive to pursue national interests and not their
personal interests.

In his welcome remarks the Secretary of NCWA, Mr. Bhuban Pathak, stated that the views ex-
pressed by former PM Nepal, with his vast experience in foreign policy matters, would definitely
be valuable for understanding as well as strengthening Ne-

pal-India-China relations. He stressed on the need for all
the political parties to have consensus on Nepal’s foreign
policy. While stating that Nepal should maintain excellent
relations with both its immediate neighbors India and
China, he also wondered what sort of impact the ongoing
trade war between the United States (US) and China would
have on Nepal. He lamented that in spite of the end of a B
long transition period in Nepal and formation of nearly two
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-thirds majority government of NCP, its performance has
been far from satisfactory considering that it has not been able to make progress towards achieving
economic prosperity.

While giving the vote of thanks Vice President of NCWA, Mr. Umesh Bahadur Malla, thanked the
former prime minister for his highly insightful views regarding Nepal-India-China relations, and
the participants for their thoughtful questions and hoped that the views expressed in the seminar
would be beneficial in the foreign policy sector. He lauded the former prime minister's views that
agriculture, hydropower and tourism sectors should be the key drivers of Nepal’s economy. He
opined that the need for Nepal to take benefits from its immediate neighbors India and China and
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seek developmental opportunities by being a land-linked
state instead of a landlocked one to promote tri-
lateralism. He also emphasized on threats posed by cli- |
mate change and informed that Nepal was the fourth |
most vulnerable country in terms of climate change. He
echoed the views of most participants by mentioning that
the EPG report as well as reports on Nepal’s foreign and .
security policy
should be imple-
mented at the earliest. Finally, he concluded by informing
that NCWA had formed five thematic groups to explore and
L8 recommend policy action in its endeavor to contribute to-
¢ wards providing impetus to Nepal's foreign policy.
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