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Message from the President of NCWA

I feel very proud to be a witness to Nepal Council of World Affairs’ (NCWA) new publication 
to mark its 72nd Anniversary. On behalf of NCWA and myself, it is my pleasure to extend 
sincere congratulations and warm greetings to all esteemed members of NCWA and good 
wishes on this happy occasion. 

Think tanks generate space for producing ideas and offer advice on foreign policy issues, 
based on their research and informed judgment. Some of the think tanks also engage in 
policy advocacy and play a bigger role on strategic side. There is growing trend toward 
competitive knowledge production by think tanks, and think tanks are increasingly being 
used as instruments of public diplomacy. A strong emphasis on professional integrity will be 
essential for making it productive. 

NCWA with its unique history provides space for interactions discussion among diplomats, 
academicians, professionals, politicians and experts. It also offers forums for policy dialogue. 

The basic theme for this year's publication was focused on "Diplomacy for National Interest". 
Accordingly request was made to members of NCWA and other prominent writers for their 
contribution on the subject. However, as always, the contributors touched many burning 
issues related to national interest, diplomacy, sustainable development, security and so on. 

Thus this issue comes with a wide variety of subjects classified into national interest and 
diplomacy, development, regional and bilateral agenda and related issues and views on a 
wide variety of agendas. It is believed that readers would find time to go through of the view 
of their interest areas.

Let me express my thanks to all contributors for their precious thoughts for the magazine. 
NCWA, eagerly waits for readers’ feedback that would encourage us to make this journal 
better in the years to come. 

Hemanata Kharel
President, Nepal Council of World Affairs

February 2020



 
Message from the Editorial Board

Nepal Council of World Affairs (NCWA) is the oldest Think Tank established in 1948, 
Kathmandu, Nepal after the end of Second World War. After the devastating effect of Second 
World War, people of the world were very much keen to make peace around the globe. Since 
then number of conferences were organized in various countries and continents. One such 
type of conference was organized in New Delhi, India in 1947. After participating in that 
conference late Bijaya SJB Rana returned to Nepal and helped establish this organization 
in 1948. Since then it has been regularly providing the intellectual forum for discussing the 
world affairs as a whole and in particular the different dimensions of foreign policy of Nepal. 

This year we are celebrating our 72nd Anniversary with great enthusiasm. To mark the 72nd 
Anniversary of NCWA, the Executive Committee decided a theme "Diplomacy for National 
Interest". We requested our members to contribute quality articles on the above mentioned 
theme. Some of the articles we received are in line with the theme and while others go beyond 
that but nevertheless dwell in important topics. The editorial board decided to include most of 
the articles in this publication keeping in view the content and usefulness of topics selected by 
the authors themselves.

The messages received from the Rt. Hon'ble Vice President of Nepal, Mr. Nanda Bahadur Pun, 
Hon’ble Foreign Minister of Nepal, Mr. Pradeep Kumar Gyawali support our understanding 
of the guiding principles of foreign policy in future as well.

These important articles would assist our readers understand the various dimensions of Nepal's 
foreign policy. The views expressed are solely of the authors and do not necessarily represent 
the views of NCWA. The editorial board extends its sincere thanks to all the authors on behalf 
of NCWA with the hope that we continue receiving such cooperation and support in future as 
well.

We wish our distinguished members and readers a happy, prosperous, peaceful, innovative 
and creative English New Year 2020 AD.
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National Interest and Diplomacy
Hemanta Kharel*

Abstract
In today’s world national interest is considered as the key concept of international 
relations. All nations are at work ever for securing their national interest through 
diplomacy. Economic diplomacy is the use of the full spectrum of economic tools of a 
state to achieve its national interest. The art of diplomacy involves the presentation 
of goals and objectives of national interest in such a way as it can persuade others to 
accept these as just and rightful requests of nations in international cooperation. To 
achieve Nepal’s national interest, Nepal government efforts alone may not provide 
the necessary basis since people’s support and initiatives as equally important. 
Sincere efforts of Nepalese missions abroad are essential in taking up government’s 
policies and strategies for which professional and dedicated diplomats are a pre-
requisite. For economic diplomacy these missions can play an pro-active role for 
advising the government at the center, and play a catalyst role among private sector, 
NGOs, ‘friends of Nepal’ as well as NRN communities and associations. 

Introduction 

National Interest 

National interest is aptly captured by French expression 'Raison D'etre' (basis of 
existence), whereby a country's, whereby a country’s existence as it is dependent 
on its political system, economic, military, cultural and social under a governance 
compact agreed by the people themselves. This concept is an important element in 
international relations, where pursuit of national interest in a clear and conceivable 
manner lays the foundation of a nation.

Today the concept of National interest is often associated with political realists who 
fail to differentiate their policies from idealistic policies or seek to inject morality 
into foreign policy or promote solutions that rely on multilateral institutions which 
might weaken the independence of the state. National interest is considered as a 
key concept of international relations. On the one hand, state always tries to justify 

*Mr. Kharel is a President of NCWA. 
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its actions on the basis of its national interest and on the other hand, the behavior 
of state is always conditioned and governed by its national interest. Therefore it is 
essential to know the meaning and content of national interest. 

The meaning of national interest is survival-the protection of physical political and 
cultural identity against encroachments by other nation-states- Mergenthau. 

National interest, by itself, is a vague and ambiguous term that carries a meaning 
according to the context in which it is used. Statesmen and policy makers have 
always used it in ways suitable to them and their objectives of justifying the 
actions of the state. Hitler justified expansionist policies in the name "German 
National Interest". The US presidents have always justified their decisions to go 
in for the development of more and more destructive weapons in the interest of 
"US National Interest". China considers its border disputes with India and Soviet 
Union as imminent and unavoidable for securing the national interest of China. The 
ambiguity that surrounds the concept of national hinders the process of formulating 
a universally accepted definition of national interest. Several scholars have tried 
to define national interest by emphasizing the general, long term and continuing 
purpose for which a nation act, desires, values, and interest which state seeks 
to protect. In nutshell it is said that "national interests" can as defined as claims 
objectives, goals, demands and interests which a nation always tries to preserve, 
protect, defend and secure in relations with other nations. 

Sometime national interests are classified as primary interest, secondary interests, 
permanent interests, variable interests, general interests and specific interest. No 
nation can compromise primary interest, secondary interest are quite vital for the 
existence of the state, permanent interests relate to constant long term interests 
of the state, variable interests are those which are considered vital for national 
good in a given set of circumstances, the general interests refer to those positive 
conditions which apply specified fields such as economic trade diplomatic relations 
etc., whereas specific interests are the logical outgrowth of the general interests and 
those are defined in terms of time and space. 

Besides these six categories of national interests T.W. Robinsons refers to three 
international interests, identical, complementary and conflicting. Identical interests 
are those which are common to a large number of states, complementary refers to 
those which though not identical can form the basis of agreement on some specific 
issues, conflicting are those which are neither complementary nor identical. 
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Diplomacy 

Diplomacy is derived from ancient Greek 'diploma' referring to the use of folded 
document that contained privilege, later in the French Version it come to be known as 
diplomat (diplomatist) denoting persons authorized to negotiate on behalf of a state. 
Diplomacy "as the mechanism of representation, communication and negotiation 
through which states and other international actors conduct their business (Jan 
Melissen).

Diplomacy is a major tool of foreign policy and international relations. It is the first 
line of defence and peaceful means of maintaining states sovereignty. Traditional 
diplomacy focuses on stability through peace whereas modern diplomacy on peace 
and prosperity. Modern diplomacy is a combination of political, economic, cultural 
diplomacy, and focuses and priority is given on economic diplomacy. Economic 
diplomacy is the use of the full spectrum of economic tools of a state to achieve 
its national interests. The scope of economic diplomacy can encompass all of 
main international activities of state including but not limited to, policy decisions 
designed to influence such as exports, imports, investment, lending aid, free trade 
agreement etc. (Wikipedia)

How to Secure National Interest 
To achieve national interest and goals following techniques have been used by 
different nations. 

Diplomacy

Diplomacy as mentioned above is a universally accepted means for securing 
national interests. It is through diplomacy that the foreign policy of a nation travels 
to other nations. It always works hard to secure the goals of nation’s interests. 
Diplomats are always in front line to establish contracts with the decisions makers 
and diplomats of other nations and conduct negotiations for achieving the derived 
goals and objectives of national interests of nation. 

The art of diplomacy involves the presentation of the goals and objectives of 
national interest in such a way as can persuade others to accept these as just and 
rightful requests of the nation in international cooperation. Diplomats, subject to 
their inherent authority of representing a strong and powerful nation, use persuasion 
and threats, rewards and threats of denial of rewards as a means of exercising power 
and securing goals of national interests as defined by foreign policy of their nations. 
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Diplomatic negotiation is such a skill which constitutes the most effective means of 
conflict resolution and for reconciling the divergent interests of the state. Through 
mutual give and take, accommodation and reconciliation, diplomacy tries to secure 
the desired goals and objectives of national interest. Although Diplomacy is a 
best instrument of securing national interest but not all the objectives and goals of 
national interest can be necessarily secured through diplomacy. 

Propaganda

Another important method of securing national interest is propaganda. Propaganda 
is the art of salesmanship. It is the art of convincing other about the justness of the 
goals and objective which are desired to be secured. 'Propaganda is a systematic 
attempt to affect minds, emotions and actions of a given group for specific public 
purpose' (Frankel). The revolutionary development of the means of communication 
such as internet, social media, facebook etc. has increased the scope of propaganda 
as a means of securing support for the goals of national interest. 

Economic Means 

The advanced, rich and developed country use economic aid and loans as the 
means for securing their interests in international relations. The wide gap between 
haves and have nots provides a big opportunity to the rich nations for promoting 
their interest vis-à-vis the poor nations. Dependency of the poor and under 
developed nations upon rich and developed nations for import of industrial goods, 
technological knowhow, foreign aid etc. has been responsible for strengthening the 
role of economic instruments of foreign policy. In this era of globalizations efficient 
conduct of international economic relations has emerged as a key means of national 
interests.

Coercive Means 

The role of power (economic and defence) in international relations is a recognized 
fact. The action of super-power nations indicates that, it is an unwritten law of 
international relations that the nations can use force for securing their national 
interest. Intervention, embargoes boycotts, reprisals, retention, retaliation, reverence 
of relations etc. are popular coercive means which can be used by a nation to force 
others to accept a particular course of behavior. Now-a-days, nations fully realize 
the importance of peaceful means of conflict resolution, like negotiations and 
diplomacy as the ideal methods for promoting their national interests. At the same 
time powerful nations also continue to use coercive means and military power to 
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securing its desire, goals and objectives.  

While formulating the goals and objectives of national interest, all nations must 
make honest attempts to make these compatible with the international interests 
of peace, security, environmental protection, protection of human rights and 
sustainable development. Peaceful coexistence and purposeful mutual cooperation 
for the development, are common and shared interests of all the nations. Therefore 
while promoting national interests, the nations must try to protect and promote 
common interests in the larger interests of the international community and also it 
is essential for every nation to formulate its foreign policy and conduct its relations 
with other nations on the basis of its interests, as interpreted and defined in harmony 
with the commons of the humankind. 

Alliances and Treaties 

For securing common interest of two or more states, alliances and treaties are 
used. This device is mostly used for securing identical and complementary 
interests. However, even conflictual interests may lead to alliances and treaties with 
likeminded state against the common rivals or opponents. 

Nepal's National Interests

According to the constitution of Nepal, 2072 BS (2015) article 5.1 the national 
interest of Nepal is "safeguarding of the freedom, sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
nationality, independence and dignity of Nepal, the rights of the Nepalese people, 
border security, economic well-being and prosperity shall be the basic elements of 
the national interest of Nepal".

Accepted fact is that 'national interest should be at center of country's foreign 
policy'. There should be a common understanding among all political parties, if it 
is not possible, major political parties should forge consensus before formulating 
a long term foreign policy of the country. Long terms foreign policy objectives 
should be able to serve the national interest for the development and prosperity of 
the country. In this regard economic diplomacy is the best tool of a state to achieve 
its national interest. 

The main purpose of economic diplomacy is to mobilizing resources for development, 
promoting trade (basically export base), exploring markets, attracting foreign 
direct investment in national priority areas, promoting culture, tourism, facilitating 
foreign employment and also mobilizing diaspora resources. To conduct economic 
diplomacy efficiently and effectively; missions aboard have to be equipped with 
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skilled and qualified manpower including good negotiator and business friendly. 
They should be regularly provided with policy papers, acts, and other relevant 
materials which is useful for the development of economic diplomacy. Government 
also need to enhance professionalism and capacity of abroad staff. It is also 
necessary to recruit local staff with local language capability and lawyers where 
missions have to deal with legal issues. 

To achieve Nepal’s national interest, Nepal government efforts alone may not 
provide the necessary basis since people’s support and initiatives as equally 
important. Sincere efforts of Nepalese missions abroad are essential in taking 
up government’s policies and strategies for which professional and dedicated 
diplomats are a pre-requisite. For economic diplomacy these missions can play a 
pro-active role for advising the government at the center, and play a catalyst role 
among private sector, NGOs, ‘friends of Nepal’ as well as NRN communities and 
associations. Support from friendly countries and multilateral organizations is 
vital. Partnership and support of private sector is equally important. The private 
sector accounts for more than 70 percent of total investment in Nepal and takes 
the lead in almost all the activities related to the external sector of the economy. 
For the effective participation of private sector, existing institutional mechanism 
of government should be enlarged for enabling a regular dialogue with private 
sector as well as missions abroad. Assistance in developing networking with the 
private sector institutions in host counties is also equally important. Government 
should create friendly investment attractive opportunities for Nepalese diaspora to 
engage in economic development and public diplomacy. If NRN community were 
convinced, they can be not only the source of large remittance but also can promote 
exports in their respective host countries of residence and mobilize investors for 
direct investment in Nepal. All these activities are bound to enhance business, 
create jobs and transfer knowledge and skills to Nepal. 

Similarly networking with "friends of Nepal" who are influential and have 
affection for Nepal, could support the cause of Nepal. Such person may include 
parliamentarians, trustees, reputed businessman, writers, singers etc. Nepalese 
missions abroad should be active and efficient to establish a caucus of those 
personalities and engage them regularly. 

In conclusion, it can be claimed that national interest is considered as key concept 
of international relations. All nations are regularly engaged in the process of 
securing the goals of their national interest through economic diplomacy, among 
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others. Diplomats are always in front line to establish contracts with the decisions 
makers and diplomats of other countries and conduct negotiations for achieving 
the desired goals and objectives of national interests of their nation. To achieve 
targets and goals, government’s missions abroad alone is not adequate; support 
from bilateral, multilateral institutions as well as private sector are vital. Needless 
to state that Nepalese missions abroad need to be staffed with competent, qualified 
and dedicated civil servants in the performance their duties and responsibilities that 
entail more that a 10-5 job. 

References
Baranay, (2009). Modern Economic Diplomacy.
Jyler, (2007). Think Tank Diplomacy.
Melissen, Jan. Innovation in Diplomatic Practice.
Mergenthau. (1987). Nations States. 
National Interest. Wikipedia.org. Economic Diplomacy.
Nepal Council of World Affairs, Annual Journals. 
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Diplomatic Practice.
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* Mr. Shrestha is a former senior officer of the Foreign Ministry of Nepal.

Effective Diplomacy

An Essential Tool to Serve National Interest 
Madhavji Shrestha*

Abstract

Diplomacy is making headway spreading its wings widespread. It is also trending 
towards people-centric terrain.  The conduct of the diplomatic business need to 
be carried out with the aim of the protecting and promoting national interest as 
envisioned under the provision of the Constitution of Nepal. As it has become 
imperative now, newer diplomatic process of science diplomacy and cyber security 
diplomacy also need to be adopted as an integrated approach to meeting the recent 
need and challenge.

Recent Development in Diplomacy

Diplomacy today is a much discussed and debated discipline. It has assumed societal, 
national and international importance.  Diplomatic transactions and dealings are, 
in general, taken up in every sphere of human activities, be that in the confined 
official rooms of governments, corporate offices, professional organizations and 
most recently at the several layers and segments of the public domain at large.  
Whatever its scope, dimension and purpose might be, its rapidly developing 
tentacles are spreading far and wide without any foreseeable stoppage at any point 
of time, despite the recently rising tendency of nationalist and populist activities on 
the global scale.

Certainly diplomacy is an instrument to forge good relationship by   facilitating 
the interstate dealings as well as inter-societal connectivity. In the eyes of the ultra 
modern viewers and experts, diplomacy sometimes works like an instrument of 
techno-engineering profession and other-times a pixel of the medical profession.  
Whatever its functioning utility might be, its main objective is to strengthen bilateral 
or multilateral ties as also to resolve any issues wherever they exist. Diplomacy 
with its concomitant process is being pursued to serve the national interest and also 
pave the way for the good of society. As its utility in every segments of the national 
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and international life is gaining momentum, it is spawning newer spectrum with its 
current trend to lurch toward the people-centric leaning as it is being pushed away 
from its previous state-concentric activities. Let us now examine some of its recent 
definitions with its newly globally developing traits in recent days. 

Reflection on Definition of Diplomacy

Mr. Nicholas Kralev, a well-known US expert on the international diplomatic 
practice, observes the diplomatic process as a means “to manage a country’s relations 
with other states, understand and engage foreign societies, influence governments 
and publics, conduct difficult and consequential negotiations, anticipate threats and 
take advantage of opportunities” This observation truly reflects the current trend 
of diplomatic practice as it has been evolving since the recent past with the multi-
pronged activities of diplomatic profession. 

It is also useful to look at the definition of the diplomatic activity as given by a 
German diplomatic expert, Mr. Volker Stanzel who offers “a rough definition of 
diplomacy as the touchstone for its discussion (not necessarily incorporating every 
member’s individual definition): a pragmatic approach to manage the relations 
between states and other institutions in the intergovernmental space with the aim of 
arriving at peaceful conflict resolutions” This definition provides us a narrow sense 
but gives a realist approach with some objectives to achieve

It is not fictionally that Mr. M. Shrestha, the author of “Transforming Foreign Affairs 
of Nepal” has observed the recent development of the people-centric development 
of diplomacy and pointed out the currently emerging “public diplomacy - a most 
recent product of the inter-state interactions, particularly targeted at publics and 
people-oriented organizations of the country to which foreign ambassadors are 
accredited to do business, both official and non-official with responsibility to 
enhance bilateral relations between governments and peoples”. The people centric 
diplomacy has now firmly come to occupy important space in the inter-state contacts 
and dealings.  We are told by some well – known experts of international repute that 
by the 22nd century the people’s role and clout would certainly become dominant, 
without whose support and guidance diplomacy and its usual practice might not 
gain traction on any noticeable front of life.

As sensible citizens of Nepal, we could see the notable point as to how Nepal’s 
diplomatic practice has been evolving since Nepal has adopted a republican system 
of government with the people as sovereign citizens of the country.  Also there is 
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the concern as to how diplomacy and its functions are being geared up towards the 
protection and promotion of national interest which underpins the very deep root of 
national unity and sovereignty of the people in a truer sense.  

National Interest of Nepal

The Constitution of Nepal in its Article 5 (1) has enshrined “Safeguarding of the 
freedom, sovereignty, territorial integrity, nationality, independence and dignity 
of Nepal, the rights of the Nepalese people, border security, economic wellbeing 
and prosperity shall be the basic elements of the national interest of Nepal”.  The 
inclusion of this broad national interest under the provisions of the Nepalese 
constitution entails the Nepalese people and the authorities concerned to conduct 
Nepal’s policy or politics vis-á-vis  the foreign countries and foreign institutions, say 
diplomatic dealings with any external entities, with the sole purpose of serving and 
nurturing national interest with its core interest of preserving national independence 
and territorial integrity with its boundary security strictly maintained. As a modern 
welfare state as envisaged in the constitution, the other important aspect of the 
Nepalese national life which should be well taken note of is the economic wellbeing 
and prosperity of the entire Nepalese populace. Nepal as a democratic state, its 
governance with the steady economic development accelerated need to be firmly 
placed and progressively maintained to conduct useful and rewarding diplomatic 
functions with the external world in order to serve the core national interest and 
bring up the socio-economic uplift in a planned and systemic way.  Any diplomatic 
move and its relevant initiative must be intertwined with preserving national interest 
as prescribed in the constitution. 

The relevant programs should be accompanied by plan and action-oriented policies. 
To truly serve the national interest through the practice and process of diplomacy, 
the diplomatic service and its agencies must be manned by the diplomatic personnel 
enriched with wit, skill, smartness and dexterity.  In the meantime, they must be 
provided with the required information and objectives to be achieved.  Good 
and timely instructions and directives should be furnished as and when required. 
Regular and planned conferences and seminars should be held to let all diplomats 
working at home and abroad to enable them to work in tandem with the major 
policies formulated and executed by the national government. Nepal, still with a 
socio-economic weakness and fragility, could be able to defend and preserve its 
national interest strongly, if its diplomatic practice could withstand the external 
pressures and subtle interferences, because Nepal’s dependence on external support 
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and assistance is still large and wide.  Connectivity with external world in various 
aspects of socio-economic and political realms is, certainly, required to make the 
country self-sustaining and self-driving for several years to come.  The time and 
situation in Nepal, albeit politically stabilized since the past two years, calls for 
the deft handling of our relations and activities with neighbors and great powers 
in order that the strict maintenance of our national interest of sovereign and 
independent entity with an avowed purpose of achieving national development and 
national wellbeing need to be the primary concern of the diplomats and diplomatic 
initiatives.  Aspirations of multitude of the Nepalese people and the spirit of the 
constitution command and guide the authorities concerned that  diplomacy and its 
usual conduct should never and nowhere be detached from the pursuit of fulfilling 
national interest.  The appropriate conduct of one compliments the other.  Both 
must walk side by side with a measurement of peace with a rhythmic pace. 

Need to Adopt New Areas

Importantly, it should also be noted that diplomatic practitioners of Nepal should 
explore the possible ways and means to support and substantiate the noble and 
sacrosanct act of conserving and enhancing the varied aspects of national interest as 
the interest itself is strongly linked to the people’s aspirations for economic progress 
and prosperity.  

It is inherent in our diplomatic practice that there is a visible lack of science 
diplomacy as well as cyber security diplomacy.  Both diplomacies closely 
connect with the economic welfare of the Nepalese people. If science diplomacy 
promotes the process and pace of the scientific cooperation between states, cyber 
security diplomacy ensures the making of collaborative activities to prevent all 
unwanted acts of cyber crimes and cyber thefts that can highly disturb the much 
needed security related to the financial transactions, banking management, data 
and information collection and national defense and above all national security 
as well.  The diplomatic conduct in both areas could be carried out through the 
highly popular digital diplomacy as called for at the moment. The modern trends of 
rapidly developing information technology and scientific advancement need to be 
pragmatically embraced as part of making forward move and up-swing in meeting 
the challenges sprouting from the ultra modern industrial and technical revolution.  
The third decade of this 21st century now stands at the rapidly growing state of 
the fourth industrial revolution which is soon to be followed by the fifth one, the 
perspective of which could now be seen in the developed world and also in the 
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developing countries which are located at the next doors of Nepal.  There have 
appeared both need and urge to embrace the current trend of the global development 
to make our own national interest protected and promoted with the adoption of the 
time-and-situation-friendly behavioral process of diplomacy.
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Diplomacy for the National Interest from  
Sociological Perspective

Yuba Raj Adhikari* 

Abstract

From the sociological perspective, the term diplomacy for public discourse favors 
national interest, and distinction between pedagogical and formative dimensions. 
Analysis from the perspectives of Cultural Studies, Cultural Policy Studies or 
Cultural Sociology, is almost non-existent. What is meant is not simply a dismissive 
stance, but a rigorous, theoretically informed analysis which locates actually 
existing diplomacy practices from sociological aspect, within their social, political 
and ideological contexts. This is an attempt to fill the gap on national interest 
and from sociological perspective. Nowadays, it accompanies, especially, when 
it is yoked to the notion of soft power and to better understand how it actually 
operates. Such an analysis would also facilitate a consideration of preferred policy 
parameters in the field and of the question whether, when seen through a cultural 
lens, there can be such a thing as a "diplomacy that operates beyond the national 
interest". (Weber, 1947 [1922]).

Background 

This article discusses some interpretations of the concept of national interest from 
sociological perspective, with a view to providing a conceptual framework. The 
theories of international relations and foreign policy must identify the sources of the 
behavior that countries direct towards one another. Lacking an accepted notion of the 
national interest, no objective compass could guide the conduct policy. Sociologists 
have a distinctive approach to studying governmental power and authority that 
differs from the perspective of political scientists. For the most part, political 
scientists focus on studying how power is distributed in different types of political 
systems. They would observe, for example, political system is divided into three 
distinct branches legislative, executive, and judicial, and they would explore how 
public opinion affects political parties, elections, and the political process in general. 
Sociologists, however, tend to be more interested in the influences of governmental 

*Mr. Adhikari is an Administration Officer, NCWA
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power in society and in how social conflicts arise from the distribution of power. 
Sociologists also examine how the use of power affects local, state, national, and 
global agendas, which in turn affect people differently based on status, class, and 
socioeconomic standing.

Introduction 

The term of diplomacy looms large today in the foreign policy practice of nation-
state as well as in a sociological discourse. Yet there is often a distinct lack of 
clarity in the way the idea is used, on exactly what its practice involves, on why 
it is important, or on how it works. Much of this indeterminateness stems from 
the conflation of diplomacy strict sense, which is essentially interest-driven 
governmental practice, with cultural relations, which tends to be driven by ideals 
rather than interests and is practiced largely by non-state actors. (Szanto, 2003) 

Now-a-days indication between trans-national cultural connections and cultural 
practice with the nations should be an important concern of the cultural disciplines. 
Yet so far they have paid limited attention to cultural diplomacy as a key component 
of the contemporary cultural policy landscape. While the last decade and a half has 
seen a wealth of interest in cultural diplomacy for national interest. The broader 
rubric takes it that public diplomacy, among specialists in international relations 
with an emphasis on the evolution, for the so called "new Public Diplomacy" 
(Melissen, 2011) (Ivey)

We would argue exactly the global, social and culture flows of ideas, images, 
perceptions and messages, in which a wide range of people are taking part in ever 
greater numbers. Globally, government driven diplomacy is only one strand by the 
culturally and economically. Moreover, in a world of opportunities global exchange 
and networking are everywhere, the rise of contradictory hegemonic forms of 
the diplomacy, driven by forces that are working against established nations is a 
separate possibility. Political leaders and philosophers have long understood the 
power that comes from setting the agenda and determining the framework of a 
debate. The ability to establish preferences tends to be associated with intangible 
power resources such as culture, ideology and institutions. 

Public diplomacy hierarchy capable of exerting control over the dozens of 
government entities that engage in public diplomacy-like activities; some, like 
the Defense Department, are virtually immune to outside interference. Public 
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diplomacy media, including publications, too often lack marketing expertise and 
familiarity with the cultures of their highest-priority targets in non-elite populations 
in the world. 

Our government remains most comfortable with short-term, transactional 
exchanges and has not embraced the long-term goal of mutual trust conveyed by the 
European and western concept of “mutuality.” In each area – official, business, non-
governmental – it appears that diplomatic initiatives produce better results when they 
showcase culture, touch on culture, or at least take it into account. Despite obvious 
obstacles, conditions for a vibrant cultural diplomacy effort are in place: a cultural 
establishment that is outward-looking, future focused, and eager to make art that 
is engaged with, not estranged from, the wider world; a wide variety of public and 
private institutions active in public diplomacy capable of accommodating expanded 
cultural offerings; and a wide variety of active or potential funders. 

Government, NGO, and private-sector cultural organizations constitute a 
multifaceted, decentralized, ministry of culture. With appropriate policy direction 
and effective coordination, this wide array of capable cultural ambassadors can 
define for themselves, and for us, the key components of a Nepalese cultural 
message. They can then proceed to offer programming to the institutions scrambling 
for public diplomacy content. Cultural diplomacy in light of current events, and 
then reviews the history and current state of cultural diplomacy efforts. (Burrough, 
Spring 2005)

In a sociological perspective identifying the challenges, possible initiatives, and 
essential questions that, if engaged, can enable cultural institutions, government 
agencies, arts industries, policy makers, and private sector leaders to harness the 
global movement of our expressive life to advance our national goals.

Conclusion 

Sociological perspective of national interest is the key of public diplomacy, for it 
is in cultural activities that a nation’s idea of itself is best represented. We should 
clearly understand and satisfactory knowledge of the relationship between National 
character and diplomacy. It impact one has on the other, it is very vital to define the 
concept national character. It is defined as an expression which describes forms of 
collective self-perception, sensibility, and conduct which are shared by the person. 
When in depth analyzed includes sub-cultures such as family culture, religious 
culture, gender culture, corporate culture, organizational culture. Diplomacy 
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from sociological perspective can enhance our national security in subtle, wide-
ranging, and sustainable ways. Today, non-profit organizations, too, are stepping 
more directly into public and cultural diplomacy. Needless to say, this concern has 
become particularly salient in this era of globalization and the geopolitical shifts 
in the distribution of economic and political power in the world. We are trying to 
promote new dynamics for Nepal, with particular emphasis on the complex roles 
cultural diplomacy policies and practices in the Asia Pacific region play in the 
context of evolving cultural self-representations in the societies concerned.
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Science Diplomacy to Attain Sustainable Development Goals
    

Dr. Rajendra B. Shrestha*

Abstract

Science, due to its international and universal nature, has the power to cross borders 
and connect different peoples, communities, and societies. “Science diplomacy" 
refers to three main types of activities: informing foreign policy objectives. Over 
the past decade, the use of scientific expertise to advance diplomacy has achieved 
a number of successes in furthering peace, security, and prosperity. Science 
Diplomacy is the use of scientific collaborations among nations to address common 
problems and to build constructive international partnerships. Seven sustainable 
development diplomacy (SDD) diagnostics tools are used to identify a process that 
takes into account the complexity of the environment, society and the economy at 
multiple scales engaging all parties and their interests while also utilizing their 
expert knowledge.

Introduction

Science, due to its international and universal nature, has the power to cross borders 
and connect different peoples, communities, and societies. Science diplomacy builds 
on this power of science, using science as a tool to achieve foreign policy objectives 
where, not only the research outcomes, but also science itself as a process and way 
of communicating, may serve to promote peace and sustainable development. 

“Science diplomacy" refers to three main types of activities: informing foreign policy 
objectives with scientific advice (science in diplomacy), facilitating international 
science cooperation (diplomacy for science), and using science cooperation to 
improve international relations between countries (science for diplomacy).

Over the past decade, the use of scientific expertise to advance diplomacy has 
achieved a number of successes in furthering peace, security, and prosperity. Yet 
there have also been reversals in important areas that until recently had seen progress. 
Reviewing developments in arms control, poverty reduction, global health, science 
and innovation policy, climate change, sustainable development, science advice in 
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foreign ministries, and relations between countries is instructive and useful.

Politics is a more powerful force than science, at least in the short run. Scientists 
may have reasonable foresight in their areas of technical study, but they are not very 
good at predicting the future course of human events.

On topical issues during the past decade. Global health stands out. Partnerships 
between governmental and nongovernmental public health experts with diplomats 
and political leaders helped deal with challenges such as HIV/AIDS; the spread 
of infectious diseases such as the Ebola and Zika viruses, “bird flu,” MERS, and 
“swine flu” through coordinated global responses; and the rise of Science diplomacy 
has made important contributions Non-communicable disease (NCDs) prevention 
and control (Colglazier, 2018).

Likewise the Paris Agreement on the climate, concluded in 2016, was another great 
success facilitated by science diplomacy. In this, the partnership of the worldwide 
scientific community and governments through the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) was a game changer.

Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at global level requires 
ingenuity and willingness to cooperate on all sides of the multiple global divides: 
be that-rich/poor, developed/developing/least developed, northern/southern 
hemisphere, state-led/market-led economies, democracies/non-democracies, and 
high science technology/low technology/ science countries.

Sustainability consisting of social, economic and environmental sustainable 
development is expected to be implemented as a policy package. Successful 
implementation inevitably means aiming for maximum efficiency and effectiveness 
of current social and physical infrastructure conditions as well as searching for new 
technologies to make these ambitious but absolutely needed goals a reality for the 
benefit of global survival and constructive future global development. 

Poor and under-developed countries will need transfer of technology from highly 
developed industrialized countries and all countries will be in need of new 
technologies to make the SDGs become a sustained reality on a global level. Sharing 
technology for the benefit of humanity can be achieved through science diplomacy. 
From a global perspective, science and technology could be put to constructive 
use for the benefit of peace and social and economic development of the world 
community. The same holds for the social sciences which could also be used to 
achieve destructive or constructive objectives.
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Science Diplomacy should be considered as a means to reduce the many imbalances 
and as a vehicle to lift humanity up towards sustainable growth and development. 
Sciences Diplomacy could provide the needed support for the global achievement 
of sustainable development. 

Science Diplomacy is the use of scientific collaborations among nations to address 
common problems and to build constructive international partnerships. Many 
experts and groups use a variety of definitions for science diplomacy. However, 
science diplomacy has become an umbrella term to describe a number of formal or 
informal technical, research-based, academic or engineering exchanges

Sustainable Development Diplomacy (SDD)

Seven sustainable development diplomacy (SDD) diagnostics tools are used to 
identify a process that takes into account the complexity of the environment, society 
and the economy at multiple scales engaging all parties and their interests while 
also utilizing their expert knowledge (Saner, 2015).

A number of concerns have been expressed about the SDGs such as their large 
number, potential trade-offs, the lack of institutional mechanisms and means of 
implementation to achieve the goals.
With the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the international 
community demonstrated its renewed global commitment to sustainable 
development and clarified the ambitious vision for the wide range of goals to be 
achieved under this framework. International agreement on a set of SDGs was a 
significant diplomatic achievement in its own right, but implementation is an even 
greater challenge. Meeting the SDGs will require multiple agreements regarding 
implementation policies, strategies and actions at all scales from international to 
local, and across sectors of society and the economy. For this reason, we utilize 
the term 'sustainable development diplomacy' (SDD) to encompass the process of 
negotiating and implementing the SDGs at all scales, and identify seven diagnostics 
to facilitate this process (Saner, 2015).
The process of implementing sustainable development requires a governance 
system that can match the ambition and complexity of the goals. One of the greatest 
challenges for sustainable development governance is the complexity of the issues 
and the evolving diplomatic processes required to address the linkages across issue 
areas, scales and actors
The locus of authority no longer rests solely with nation-states based on the 
Westphalian notion of sovereignty. A variety of additional non-state actors are 
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able to command authority based on the governance and implementation functions 
they exercise. Another challenge is that socio-ecological systems necessitate the 
management of human and ecological aspects in an integrated manner. Traditional 
forms of diplomacy will continue to play an important role in sustainable 
development, but we propose the concept of sustainable development diplomacy to 
capture improved approaches to sustainable development governance.
Sustainable development diplomacy builds on but significantly advances the 
traditional understanding of diplomacy whereby agreements are negotiated to 
advance mutual benefit.

Sustainable development diplomacy applies the principle of diplomacy, where 
agreements are negotiated to advance common agendas, but is marked by several 
important shifts, both in the substantive content of what is negotiated and its practice 
or means of conduct (Shrestha, 2016). 

First, SDD includes a broader conceptualization of the actors involved in diplomacy. 
Governance of sustainable development outcomes can emerge without the explicit 
consent of state authorities (unlike traditional diplomacy in the Hamilton and 
Langhorne definition). 

Second, SDD is not understood as simply the adoption of an agreement but 
incorporates all phases of the negotiation and implementation of policies and 
programs. 

Third, in terms of substantive content, we utilize the definition of sustainable 
development provided by the Brundtland report as the foundation for our 
analysis. Sustainable development is 'development which meets the needs of 
current generations without compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs. In other words, it is a development process that can endure into the 
indefinite future to meet societal needs, maintain an effective economic system that 
manages the exchange of goods and services and an environment that can continue 
to supply essential resources and other ecosystem services (Shrestha, 2016).

Sustainable development diplomacy is a process that a wide variety of actors can 
use in their efforts to pursue sustainability goals. Therefore, we focus on actors 
and what they can do to steer society towards sustainable development. Most of 
the studies that focus on social-ecological systems are structural in nature. They 
identify system properties, how these properties change, and identify what these 
changing properties mean for actors operating within those systems.
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The SDD approach does not dismiss the possible existence of trade-offs among 
goals but recognizes the need to make those trade-offs at appropriate scales. Given 
the complex and interacting nature of the SDGs, the trade-offs and synergies are a 
matter of contingent, contextually dependent factors. What the SDD approach offers 
is a framework to allow stakeholders to discuss and arrive at mutually agreeable 
solutions to manage that trade-offs.

As the SDG agenda moves forward, it will be important to expand on the lessons 
learned from the history of environmental governance to ensure that social and 
economic dimensions of sustainability are integrated to ensure the goals remain 
living, flexible, and adaptive.

Conclusion

Hence we need to 1: reframe issues into a sustainable development context instead 
of framing them as environmental, social or economic problems; 2: utilize mutual 
gains negotiation techniques to benefit as many state and non-state parties as 
possible while effectively addressing the issue of concern; 3: engage multiple state 
and non-state stakeholders; 4: assemble relevant scientific, economic and political 
information to identify the underlying causes of a problem or issue; 5: create a 
portfolio of actions that can address the stated goals at a level of complexity that is 
compatible with the complexity of the problem; 6: identified the levels of political 
and societal organization where intervention is most acceptable and governance 
will be most effective and accountable and 7: instruments are living and flexible 
and able to respond effectively to new information and the evolving context as 
actions are taken (Colglazier, 2018)
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Foreign Policy and Infrastructure Development need for 
Track Three Diplomacy 

Er. Sugat Ratna Kansakar* 
Abstract 
Although Economic Diplomacy has already become a buzzword all over the world, it 
is likely that many eyebrows may be raised by trying to connect two entirely diversified 
issues- foreign policy and infrastructure development. Presently, Nepal is among thirty 
countries in the world with least per capita income. Obviously, topmost priority of all two 
dozen ministries, including Ministry of Foreign Affairs, should be to increase per capita 
income of our 30 million population at any cost. It is foregone conclusion that without 
adequate and high-quality physical infrastructure, no country can thrive in economy. 
Almost all SAARC countries and other developing countries in Asian region like Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos, Indonesia have outpaced Nepal in economic growth. Unless we move 
faster, it will be impossible to catch-up with those countries. Huge investment is a must for 
building physical infrastructure. We need funds from not only agencies like World Bank, 
Asian Development Bank, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank etc. but also from donor 
countries India, China, USA, Japan, South Korea, and EU countries. So, focus of our 
foreign policy should be to take maximum advantage from those countries without wasting 
time in debates about theories and principles of foreign policy. Nepal cannot have luxury of 
romancing with ‘principled stand’ in relation with Big Brothers, especially India, China and 
USA. It is a matter of common sense that no donor country, especially powerful countries, 
shall give financial assistance without certain strings attached. Debate could be to find out 
those ‘strings’, and in what way those‘strings’ can be managed and channeled for nation 
building. The sentiment of ‘national pride’ and so-called ‘we are equal’ syndrome may be 
good for essay writing and intellectual debates, but it will not serve the main purpose of 
uplifting living standard of 30 million population.

The U-Turn  

The experts opine that one major reason for faster economic growth of China 
compared to India is the priority given by China in the development of physical 
infrastructure right after Deng era began from late seventies. To build world-

* Er. Kansakar is a former Executive Director Nepal Airlines Corporation and Member of NCWA



28)

NCWA, Annual Journal, 2020

class physical infrastructure, China needed expertise as well as investments from 
developed world, especially USA and Japan. Unfortunately, China did not have 
good relation with both USA and Japan. In 1978 Deng Xiaoping said that “the basic 
point is we must acknowledge that we are backward, that many of our ways of 
doing things are inappropriate, and that we need to change.” Among many sectors 
where paradigm shifts were   made by Deng, the most important one was foreign 
policy. He made U-turn in relation with USA and Japan. After three decades of 
‘cut-off’ in relation with USA, on January 31, 1979, Deng signed agreements with 
USA to speed up scientific exchanges. During American President Ronal Reagan’s 
six days visit to China in April 1984, Reagan remarked that “Deng didn’t seem 
like a Communist.” Until 1972, there was no diplomatic relation between China 
and Japan. But during Deng’s years at the helm, no country played a greater role in 
assisting China build its industry and infrastructure than Japan.

Let us be Selfish 

China’s example clearly proves that so-called principles of foreign policy make no 
sense. The crux of the matter in foreign policy is to be extremely selfish. Nothing 
matters more than bread and butter of the public at large, especially for countries like 
Nepal. Of course, sovereignty matters. But the question remains that when Nepal’s 
sovereignty is still intact for the last hundreds of years, will it not be foolish to talk 
about possibility of losing sovereignty in this age of Internet and globalization?

Futility of Emotions 

Hottest topic in foreign policy of Nepal, at present, is the border dispute with India. 
Border dispute between two neighboring countries are there in many parts of the 
world. In almost all cases those disputes become highly sensitive and emotional 
issues in both countries. And in few cases, border disputes are deliberately made 
an election issue by stirring emotions of the voters. In democratic countries, it is 
natural that politicians like to bring up emotion in voters for political mileage. But it 
will not be in the national interest if intellectuals and experts also go on adding fuel 
to fire in those emotional issues. There is no way that Nepal will benefit in having 
sour relation with India in this Kalapani border issue, which existed since last four 
decades.

Need for Pragmatism
The Senkaku Islands dispute between China and Japan existed since long time and 
still not resolved. India is having border disputes with Pakistan and China since last 
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few decades, and there is no indication that it will be resolved in near future. In this 
context, it will be naïve to believe that Kalapani border dispute or for that matter 
any other border dispute could be resolved at the drop-of-a-hat. It is understandable 
that opposition parties in the parliament will try to raise hue and cry over this issue 
to gain political mileage. But it is altogether a different matter if foreign policy 
stalwarts and related experts also start taking the line of stirring up emotion of man-
on-the-street, thereby enhancing anti-India feelings in the society at large. More 
pragmatic approach in dealing with three Big Brothers- India, China and USA- is to 
keep them in good humor all the time. Hence, the need for Track Three Diplomacy!
Track Three Diplomacy
Diplomacy is defined as the profession, activity, or skill of managing international 
relations, typically by a country’s representative abroad. It also implies the practice 
of conducting negotiations between representatives of states. All official dealings 
with other countries emanating from Ministry of Foreign Affairs is considered as 
official diplomacy. Any other un-official dialogue or dealing with concerned officials 
or politicians or ministers are usually termed as Track Two Diplomacy. Mostly in 
relation with India, experts recommend Track Two diplomacy. In fact, it will not be 
exaggeration to state that major part of foreign affairs between Nepal and India are 
confined to Track Two diplomacy already. Frequent visits of our leaders to New Delhi 
and other informal visits by high profile personnel of India to Kathmandu could be 
considered as Track Two diplomacy. But ground reality is that Nepal is not in high 
priority of India form the new point bilateral assistance and investment. Same is 
true from our northern neighbor China also. One of the most lucrative hydropower 
project West Seti is still in limbo. Same condition in many other big hydropower 
projects. Nepal, therefore, needs Track Three diplomacy, which focuses only in 
economic affairs, mainly eyeing for infrastructure development. Due to the fact 
that frequent one-to-one talk at highest possible level in the respective governments 
of three Big Brothers may be needed, the leadership in this Track Three diplomacy 
must be taken from Prime Minister himself, and Ministry of Foreign Affairs should 
have a separate powerful cell dealing exclusively in Track Three diplomacy. It is 
essential that at no point of time there should be any kind of misunderstanding 
between Government of Nepal and government of each Big Brother on any issue, 
although there may be grumblings and criticisms by opposition political parties, 
intellectuals and media from time to time.
Balancing Act 
Let us hope that ‘cold war’ between India and China with regards to Nepal has 
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minimized to great extent after Chinese President’s visit to Kathmandu right after 
talks between him and Indian Prime Minister. Unfortunately, the new controversy 
of America’s MCC project has shadowed the rosy picture of possible Nepal- India- 
China cooperation in socio-economic development of Nepal. MCC project is an 
infrastructure project and most possibly there may be certain string attached. It is a 
pity that instead of dwelling into pros and cons of the offer by a Big Brother, few 
politicians and experts are trying to find out the ‘strings” attached. It is strange that 
after weeks of debate, nobody could yet identify the real ‘string’ which may damage 
the national interest or pride or sovereignty or security. Many are already suspecting 
that some other power center or Big Brother may be behind this controversy. Track 
Three diplomacy is the only solution to this highly sensitive and precarious job of 
balancing relation between three Big Brothers- India, China and USA. Common 
sense dictates that we should take advantage to maximum extent from those Big 
Brothers by adopting Track Three diplomacy. 
Educate the Public 
One more important part of Track Three diplomacy should be to educate public at 
large about ground reality in international relation between countries. There is no 
such thing as equal status between a less powerful country and a more powerful 
country. The principled stand of nonaligned movement did not succeed due to the 
fact that no country can ignore or sacrifice her self-interest in the name of principle. 
National interest like job creation, uplifting living standard and fast socio-economic 
development should come first. Japan, Singapore and South Korea did miracle 
by accepting USA as a Big Brother, and totally ignoring unnecessary emotional 
issues like pride, nationalism, equality etc. It is a matter of great concern that few 
politicians as well as experts are, knowingly or unknowingly, inciting general public 
to throw venom at India in Kalapani border issue. Actually, the unique relation 
between Nepal and Big Brother India must be taken into account before jumping 
into the bandwagon of nationalism, sovereignty, pride, ego, self-esteem etc. 
The Mantra 
One and only one MANTRA of Nepal’s foreign policy is to accept India, China 
and USA as three Big Brothers, and do balancing act so as not to antagonize any 
one of them at any cost; and zoom into double-digit growth at the earliest. ‘At any 
cost’ does not mean even by losing our sovereignty. Nepal has survived for the 
last hundreds of years as a sovereign country never colonized in the entire history. 
Against this background, worrying about losing our sovereignty at this juncture of 
world politics makes no sense.        
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Visit Nepal 2020 Prospects and Challenges 
Hira Bahadur Thapa*

With the beginning of the New Year of English calendar on January first, various 
programmes are underway for celebrating Visit Nepal Year 2020 both inside the 
country and abroad. Compared to 2010 Visit Nepal celebration, this year's prospects 
are different, which is natural considering government's due focus on economic 
development for which the role of tourism is significant.

It is beyond any doubt that unless tourism picks up our economy wouldn't boom 
as many people of Nepal depend on this enterprise, which covers from eco tourism 
like hiking and trekking to adventure and entertainment like bunjee jumping, 
paragliding, jeep flying and rafting, among others. A number of hotels have been the 
beneficiaries of foreign tourists which indirectly benefit people like those working 
in the restaurants and more importantly the farmers who have of late though have 
engaged in organic farming of fruits and vegetables besides rice and dal.

Fortunately, more home stay facilities are opened in various villages that have been 
endowed with enviable scenic beauty including the majestic look of the snow-
capped mountains, which are the number one attraction for the adventurous tourists. 
The gorgeous rivers originating from the Himalayas and thus become suitable for 
rafting as there is no shortage of water. Rafting in rivers like Trishuli, Bhote Koshi 
and lately Kali Gandaki  is one the most popular hobbies of nature lovers and even 
the Nepali citizens of different strata have now joined the foreigners. 

Two reasons are inducing the domestic tourists. One is their awareness about 
benefits of trekking, hiking and visiting new places around Kathmandu valley and 
elsewhere. Another is their purchasing power owing to high incomes.
The positive side of domestic tourism receiving a boost is that many Nepali citizens 
would be familiar with the opportunities and constraints of the country, which is a 
great asset especially from the standpoint of young generation that is well educated 
but remains ignorant of many things about its own country in terms of history, 
culture, geography plus other developmental prospects.

* Mr. Thapa is a Former Foreign Relations Advisor to the Prime Minister (2008-09)
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In this vein the recent publication of “ Tes Bakhatko Nepal “ in four volumes though 
basically the memoirs of late Sardar (Kazi Saheb) Bhim Bahadur Pandey who has 
left for heavenly abode about three decades ago are excellent pieces highlighting 
Nepal's history, culture plus administration of Rana period's last three decades 
(approximately since 1920s until Rana autocracy was ousted through Nepal's first 
democratic revolution in 1950) are most useful readings for our new generation to 
understand our past and become enthusiastic to learn more about our motherland.

 Domestic tourism as it is gaining ground gradually is also valuable from this point 
of view providing us opportunities to see and feel for ourselves about the national 
treasures and the need to  explore more about Nepal and compare our future here 
with outside. An independent analysis based on country's ground realities would 
help us to find out how illusory foreign lands are.

But in the broader context Nepal should prioritize international tourism to mobilize 
resources so urgently needed for accelerated economic growth that the powerful 
government led by Mr KP Oli has wisely laid emphasis on. How can we promote 
such tourism that is expected to transform the image of a least developed country 
like ours, which the present government has vowed to upgrade Nepal to the status 
of a middle income country in 2022?  With sound policies and firm determination 
to get them implemented there is no question why we cannot translate our vows 
into action.

Seen from the perspectives of potentialities we can develop our tourism sector 
immensely, let alone attracting two million tourists from outside to Nepal in 2020, 
which is “NEPAL VISIT YEAR". However, there are a host of challenges to the 
realization of Visit Nepal 2020's goals. Optimistically, our challenges are not 
unmanageable.

Let us mull over the bright side of Nepal’s tourism potentialities against the 
backdrop of current celebrations going on here and abroad although our endeavours 
in Sydney in this connection have seemingly hit a snag, which we could have 
avoided with some prudence. Our tourism minister should have chosen some other 
country. Understandably Australia is under grief of having lost 27 human lives plus 
otherlosses due to bush fires since September last. 

How can we expect to welcome one hundred thousand Aussies this year, whose 
number last year was 38000 in view of natural disaster, the timing of publicity was 
hardly appropriate. 
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Furthermore, there are some systemic problems associated with our immigration in 
Tribhuwan International Airport, which of late has undergone massive transformation 
considering government's vow to make it a beautiful airport. None can reach Nepal 
by flight without passing through immigration, which is as chaotic as ever. 

Recently I was a witness to confusion in both areas of immigration, departure and 
arrival on December 19, 2019 and January 4, 2020 respectively. When a Nepali 
traveller reaches immigration of immigration, one gets confused because there is a 
notice saying that one must fill-up departure cards but in reality we don't have to. 
Why can't we update? 

On January 4 RA 202 from Mumbai was delayed and arrived at 3.30am, when about 
hundred Nepali passengers asked the officers on duty why there was no separate 
line for them. Why should stand on line behind foreigners whose visa formalities 
took plenty of time. Unfortunately, the response was that they had forsaken their 
sleep and come to desk for serving us as if they were volunteering. Such reply is 
unwarranted because civil servants should report to duty as directed irrespective of 
time.

These are not big issues and can be solved easily but can damage prospects of 
successful VN 2020, if left unaddressed. Hopefully, the government would take 
suitable measures before it is too late. We are ready to collaborate as responsible 
citizens but the bureaucrats should give up old mind set and deliver as nation 
requires them to.
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Section C 
Growing Up—Learning from Neighbors
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Reforming Foreign Employment Sector
With special reference to Malaysia

                                   
Dr. Niranjan Man Singh Basnyat*

Abstract 

Foreign Employment Sector is related to the lives of 6.2 million people particularly 
Nepalese youth in foreign countries. Their families in Nepal entirely depend on 
their earnings. Thus it has become the mainstay of Nepalese economic and social 
life. It will continue to remain almost one-third of our income source for a long time 
to come, unless we would be able create jobs in a massive scale inside the country. 
Thus, it is imperative on the part of Government to search for better management 
and facilitation system in foreign employment sector so as to make the lives of   
these young people more dignified and hassle-free. They are striving hard to earn 
money in foreign countries for their families as well as for the country. This article 
tries to study and recommend such a mechanism  for  these short-term economic 
migrants.

First of all, let me quote the provision of Constitution of Nepal as under:

The Constitution of Nepal guarantees the secured and exploitation-free foreign 
employment with better management. (Article 51 (H) Sub Article 5) 

At present, it is estimated that there are about 6.2 million Nepalese workers in 
foreign countries except in South Asian Countries. A big youth force is outside the 
country earning their livelihood for themselves and their families in Nepal. The 
situation is very bad for the social health of the country because 40 percent of the 
families have a lot of family problems due to the member of the family working 
outside. The spouse in Nepal may elope and the children and the parents of the 
workers suffer a lot. In addition, there are 750 dead bodies coming in coffins on an 
average per year, according to the recent data published by Department of Foreign 
Employment (DoFE).    

The minimum ceiling of Rs. 80,000/ announced by our Government in 2012 to bring 
one worker to Malaysia and Gulf countries was already high and many manpower 
companies are already charging the workers from Rs. 95, 000 to Rs. 2,00, 000. 

* Mr. Basnyat is a former Ambassdor to Malaysia.
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The then Labour Minister reduced it to Rs. 10,000/ by declaring that he was giving 
relief to the workers. But on the contrary, workers had to pay the same amount of 
Rs. 95,000 to Rs. 200,000 irrespective of that ceiling. This minimum ceiling of Rs. 
10,000 was not strictly implemented by the Government and the cheating by the 
manpower companies has continued till date. The concerned Government agencies 
and their officials in Nepal are not strict enough to control this practice, rather as 
per media reports, they are collaborating with the manpower agencies for want of 
extra income. This sort of practice has created difficult situation for the workers 
in Malaysia and Gulf countries because the workers go there by taking a personal 
loan. They are not in a position to even payback their loan. 

It is found that Nepalese companies pay RM 2,200 to RM 4000 as commission 
per worker to the Malaysian agents. The minimum wage for workers declared by 
the Malaysian Government is Malaysian Ringgit 1100 per month. For the Security 
Guard, it is RM 2100 (though it is not declared by the Government). Actually 
the workers get low pay because the companies deduct levies from their salaries. 
It is understood that for the Security Guard, manpower companies are charging 
minimum of Rs. 1,80,000 in Nepal. There is a lot of profit margin in this business. 
The concerned Government agencies do not check as to how much the workers are 
paying. Many intermediaries in Nepal and Malaysia are taking advantage of this 
situation and making a huge profit. 
The Government of Nepal announced FREE TICKET FREE VISA policy on 6th of 
July 2015. According to this policy, the manpower companies in Nepal can charge 
Rs. 10,000/ only for its services from the worker. Instead, it is reported in the 
media in Nepal that most of these companies are still charging Rs. 95,000/ to even 
Rs.2,00,000 as against the declared policy of the Government but the concerned 
agencies of the Government remain in deafening silence. All the undue profits of 
exceptionally high amounts are being taken by manpower agencies illegally. The 
consequence thereof is being faced by the Embassies. 

Employment in Malaysia:

Overall assessment of the current situation:
It is estimated that there are more than 6 million foreign workers in Malaysia who are 
engaged in various sectors of the economy. Nepal is the second largest supplier of 
foreign workers to Malaysia after Indonesia. There are other fifteen source countries 
that supply workers to Malaysia. Nepalese citizens started coming into Malaysia 
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for work since the beginning of the year 2001. In 2003, when the Nepali Embassy 
was established, the estimated number of Nepali workers was 40,000. Currently, 
while the Malaysian side projects the number of Nepali workers to be around 
500,000, we believe it to be roughly 700,000, including the workers without 
Malaysian work permit. There are 30,000 to 40,000 Nepali security guards working 
in big supermarkets, residences of the Ministers and other important installations 
in Malaysia.  Though the Malaysian side prefers to highlight the remittance 
transfer from Malaysia and does not adequately acknowledge and appreciate 
the contribution of foreign workers, now, it has become an established fact that 
Malaysia’s economic growth and industrialisation cannot continue in the same pace 
without the involvement of foreign workers. 

In the above light, labour issues concerning Nepali workers have been at the centre 
of the Embassy’s works since its establishment in 2003 and more so after the volume 
of workers started to inflate in Malaysia in the beginning of 2013. Nepali workers 
in Malaysia face a range of problems from the moment they initiate their journey 
in Nepal up to the point they depart from Malaysia. The foremost is regarding the 
appallingly high cost of migration to Malaysia due to the amount of money charged 
by the Manpower Agencies in Nepal. Thousands of unskilled Nepali workers who 
aspire to come here often find their dreams of making their lives better crushed, 
first by the fleecing Manpower agencies in Nepal, and then, upon their arrival here, 
by the companies with their lowly wages as opposed to the promises given to them 
by the agents in Nepal. Their salaries are way lower (in average1000 RM, which is 
the minimum salary fixed by the Malaysian Government since the 1st of July 2016) 
compared to what they have been promised back in Nepal, and also owing to the 
weakening of Malaysian Ringgit against the US dollar and other foreign currencies 
including Nepali Rupees. (from Rs. 27 to Rs. 24 for a Ringgit) in the recent time. 
As a consequence, more than one-third of the workers run away from their original 
employers for better pay and better working conditions, thereby making them 
‘‘illegal’’ before Malaysian authorities. They eventually become targets in raids run 
by Immigration Department and are incarcerated only to be later rescued by the 
Embassy. In my previous reports also, I have pointed out often that we should begin 
with addressing the root causes in Nepal itself if we ever wish to see decrease in 
the woes of Nepali workers in Malaysia. One of the remedies for such causes is 
stringent monitoring of the Manpower agencies in Nepal. 

As the majority of the workers are exploited in this way as described above before 
their departure, they had to save for about eight months salary to repay their 
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loans. They are compelled to work in whatever severe conditions in safeguarding 
economic wellbeing of their wives and children as well as their parents. They suffer 
from mental tensions and furthermore if the company in Malaysia happens to be 
‘not good’, they have to return to Nepal prematurely. The amount of loan remains 
as it is in Nepal. In this situation, the Embassy needs to take care of their woes and 
rescue them. Besides, hundreds of Nepalese workers are injured and die every year 
in Malaysia. In 2015 alone, a total of 461 Nepalese workers died and another 350 
lost their lives in 2016 till the end of November.

The Government should monitor and take action on those manpower companies, 
which are overcharging workers in such a large scale. This is the root cause of 
sufferings of most of the Nepali workers not only in Malaysia but everywhere in 
the workers destination countries. This has also made the work of the Embassy 
more and more complex and complicated. Until now, no effort has been made 
by the Government particularly the Ministry of Labour and Employment and the 
Department of Foreign Employment to strictly control and monitor its own policy 
of payment of Rs. 10,000 only as service charge. It is a fact that the Government 
is not serious about solving the rampant economic exploitation of poor workers 
before departure in Nepal itself.

The Government of Nepal has already decided to send the domestic maids to 
Malaysia and other countries. Though it has not been implemented yet. The 
Government should not have made such decision without consulting the concerned 
Embassy. The Embassy cannot cope with the work with the present staff strength 
as it generates overwhelming problems, both legal and humanitarian in nature. 
Cambodia recently stopped sending domestic maids to Malaysia in view of the 
tortures inflicted on them by the employers and incidences of sexual harassments. 
In view of such a situation, the Government of Nepal needs to review its decision 
on this matter.  

As regards the Bilateral Labour Agreement on the employment of workers in 
Malaysia, it could not be signed due to Malaysian side proposing a lot of terms 
and conditions, which are detrimental to the interests of Nepalese workers. Both 
sides have held several discussions at different times but a common draft could 
not be reached which may be beneficial to both for a long time. In this regard, 
Nepalese draft proposal that was formulated after extensive discussions among all 
stakeholders of Nepal, which contains various corrective measures in the protection 
of workers in Malaysia such as a twenty-four hours insurance policy, provision of 
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better medical services and better hostel facilities, payment of salary and overtime 
work on time, removing delay in the payment of compensation on injury and death 
etc., was submitted to the Government of Malaysia for consideration.  The process 
of negotiation is still continuing, although Agreement has been already signed.  
There are still some irritants between the two parties regarding facilities to accorded 
to the Nepalese workers. 

Conditions in Malaysia:

It is estimated that there are more than 6 million foreign workers in Malaysia who 
are engaged in various sectors of the economy. Nepal is the second largest supplier 
of foreign workers to Malaysia after Indonesia. There are other fifteen source 
countries that supply workers to Malaysia. Nepalese citizens started coming into 
Malaysia for work since the beginning of the year 2001. In 2003, when the Nepali 
Embassy was established, the estimated number of Nepali workers was 40,000. 
Now it is estimated to be 7,00,000. There are 30,000 to 40,000 Nepali security 
guards working in big supermarkets, residences of the Ministers and other important 
installations in Malaysia. We must not forget that foreign workers’ contribution to 
the economic growth of Malaysia is crucial and important.  Now, it has become 
an established fact that Malaysia’s economic growth and industrialization cannot 
continue without the involvement of foreign workers.

Two major ILO Conventions are not in force in Malaysia namely ‘Abolition of 
Forced Labour Convention 1957’ and ‘Minimum Wages Fixing Convention 1970’.  

Some positive steps taken by the Embassy of Nepal in Kuala Lumpur:

The following positive steps have been taken by the Embassy of Nepal to mitigate 
the problems faced by the Nepali workers in Malaysia:

a. A 24-hour Hotline Telephone service for the workers has been installed. 
Workers can always call the Embassy if there is any emergency to them.

b. A Malaysian law firm has been contracted in March 2016 for one year for 
the legal service for the workers. This law firm visits jails and detention 
camps periodically to find out the workers in problem and provides its 
services to rescue them from their difficulties. This is now only program run 
by the budget provided by the FEPB. This service needs to be continued and 
extended for another one year from March 2017.
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c. A FM Radio Service in Nepali language for the workers with one-hour 
program every Sunday evening in Bernama Radio was restarted in October 
which was discontinued for one and half months. It was first started since 
April this year to disseminate information and provide entertainment to the 
workers.

d. A booklet in Nepali language was published with the financial assistance of 
Malaysian Telcom Company DiGi containing various information useful to 
the workers 

e. The Embassy has started its own Facebook since October 2016 in view of 
faster communication with the workers.

f. 1020 workers, who were undocumented, were rescued by the Embassy and 
sent back to Nepal from December 2014 to February 2018. 
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Socialist Road with Chinese Characteristic: A 
Historical Perspective

Prof. Dr. Shreedhar Gautam*

Abstract 

This article will focus on why China continues to practice socialism with its own 
characteristics. Chinese President Xi Jinping’s emphasis is on realizing “China 
Dream” by strengthening socialism with Chinese Characteristics on the one hand 
and expanding bilateral and multilateral initiatives in the neighborhood and 
beyond with new and far reaching projects like Silk Road Economic Belt. China’s 
adherence to the policy of non interference in the internal matter of other countries 
has been the major factor in receiving wider acceptance in the Silk Road project. 
China seems committed to the goal of building an affluent, strong, civilized and 
harmonious socialist modern country to fulfill the aspirations of Chinese people. 
Chinese continue to believe in their socialism with Chinese characteristics, not 
following the western style democracy as practiced in Europe and America. China's 
successful march along the socialist road is a lesson for other countries, and it 
questions Francis Fukuyama's prophecy of the "death of socialist path after the 
disintegration of Soviet Union" urging him to delve in more research.

Background

Recently China commemorated the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People's 
Republic of China. It was a fitting reply to the great red revolution that happened 
in china in 1949, under the leadership of Chairman Mao, and with the sacrifice of 
thousands of citizens of China ever ready to sacrifice their lives for the liberation 
of their country from the clutches of imperialist, feudal and the colonialists. The 
revolution freed the country and gave back its citizens the pride and dignity that was 
denied to them because of the conspiracy of colonialists for long. The Chinese people 
fought a heroic war to defeat the nefarious designs of the foreign conspirators, and 
the domestic feudal lords who wanted to perpetrate the inhuman crimes against the 
Chinese farmers, labours, and the common people, for the sake of creating a haven 

*Prof. Dr. Gautam is a former Secretary General of NCWA
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only for a handful people. The success of the Chinese people gave exemplary model 
especially to those still struggling to gain national independence and dignified life. 
So, what happened in China in 1949 was a game changing revolution, not a mere 
event, and its influence and impact was and is still felt worldwide. 

Discussion 

The historical experiences of the red revolution in China have shown that people are 
the ultimate arbiters of their fate and no power in the world can cheat and diminish 
them. It was the socialist road taken up by China that has raised glorious standing 
of China in the world stage. Today, China is the second largest economy, and it has 
successfully raised the millions of people's lives above from the poverty lines. Now, 
China is taken as a formidable new world power, mainly because of China's story 
of successes under the socialist path despite so many upheavals in the world caused 
by the disintegration of the then USSR and the end of the bipolar world. China 
could survive from all those epoch making events because it followed a peaceful 
development of the country internally, and followed neighbourhood friendly policy 
externally. 

With the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949, a system of 
socialistic democracy also, known as people's democracy, was put in place. 
During the between, 1952-1959 socialist transformation was carried out across 
sectors from agriculture and handicrafts to the capitalist commercial sector. It was 
from this process of transformation that the basic system of socialism in China 
was established. After the start of economic reform in the late 1970s under the 
paramount leader Deng Xiaoping, China opened up itself more vigorously to the 
world focusing on socialism with Chinese characteristics. Says Homes:

There is little doubt that Paramount leader Deng's ideas for reforming China 
were the main inspiration for policy, especially in the economic sphere, by 
the late 1970s in China. Admittedly, the main reform package–the Four 
Modernizations Programme (focusing on industry, agriculture, defence, and 
science and technology) – was based on an idea first mooted by the then prime 
minister, Zhou Enlai, in 1975, and later put into practice by Deng Xiaoping. 
(119) 

Deng’s approach to the economic policy and it success was a major reason why the 
Chinese socialist system did not collapse when so many others did. In the aftermath 
of the Cultural Revolution, the new Chinese leadership sought to move towards a 
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more stable system. The first stage of the reform programme focused on the largest 
section of the population, the peasants. They were granted far more autonomy and 
responsibility than they had enjoyed before, and agricultural production increased 
significantly. Subsequently, industry also underwent a radical transformation, with 
a certain amount of privatization and foreign investment, and ever less central 
control. During the 1980s the Chinese economy performed much better than the 
economies of the European socialist states.

President Xi Jinping’s emphasis is on realizing “China Dream” by strengthening 
socialism with Chinese Characteristics on the one hand and expanding bilateral and 
multilateral initiatives in the neighborhood and beyond with new and far reaching 
projects like Silk Road Economic Belt. China’s adherence to the policy of non 
interference in the internal matter of other countries has been the major factor in 
receiving wider acceptance in the Silk Road project. China seems committed to 
the goal of building an affluent, strong, civilized and harmonious socialist modern 
country to fulfill the aspirations of Chinese people. 

China’s foreign policy follows the logic of ‘’diplomacy with neighboring countries; 
diplomacy with developing countries; diplomacy with major powers; (and) 
multilateral diplomacy.’’ China’s revival of Silk Road Economic Belt is the sign of 
growing national confidence born out of the economic prosperity gained over the 
last three decades. President Xi Jinping has been pledging to continue targeting the 
goal of “great renewal of the Chinese nation” ever since his coming to power in 
2012. He has described the “The Road towards Renewal” as a retrospective on the 
Chinese Nation, a celebration of its present and a declaration on its future. 

President, Xi has borrowed a line from Mao’s poems, “But man’s world is mutable, 
seas-become mulberry fields,” referring to the country’s hard-earned finding of a 
correct road toward rejuvenation and its remarkable achievements since the launch 
of reform and opening up. “It is the road of socialism with Chinese characteristics,” 
he stressed. 

China continues to believe in socialism with Chinese characteristics, not following 
the western style democracy as practiced in Europe and America. China's successful 
march along the socialist road is a lesson for other countries, and it proves Francis 
Fukuyama's prophecy of the "death of socialist path after the disintegration of 
Soviet Union" as unfounded and prejudicial. 
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Theoretical Aspects of Socialist Movement 

The modern socialist movement dates from the publication in 1848 of The 
Communist Manifesto by Marx and Engels. Its historical roots go back at least 
two hundred years earlier to the period of the English Civil War (1642-52) which 
produced a radical movement with a brilliant spokesman in Gerrard Winstanley 
whose ideas corresponded in important respects to the principal tenets of socialism 
as we know them today. He and many other advocates of socialism incorporated 
socialist ideas of democracy, equality, and collectivism into a large-scale working-
class movement.

Unlike most of their predecessors, Marx and Engels saw socialism not as an ideal 
for which an attractive blueprint could be drawn up, but as the product of the laws 
of development of capitalism which the classical economists had been the first to 
discover and try to analyse. Given this perspective, Marx and Engels quite logically 
refrained from any attempt to provide a detailed description, or even a definition, 
of socialism. To them, it was first and foremost a negation of capitalism which 
would develop its own positive identity (communism) through a long revolutionary 
process in which the proletariat would remake the society and in so doing remake 
itself. Some question about the survival of socialism, but Schumpeter says:

Can socialism work? Of course it can. No doubt is possible about that once 
we assume, first, that the requisite stage of industrial development has been 
reached and, second, that transitional problems can be successfully resolved. 
One may, of course, feel very uneasy about these assumptions themselves or 
about the questions whether the socialist form of society can be expected to 
be democratic and, democratic or not, how well it is likely to function. If we 
accept these assumptions and discard these doubts, the answer to the remaining 
question is clearly yes. (167)

By socialist society we mean designate an institutional pattern in which the control 
over means of production and over production itself is vested with a central authority 
–or, as we may say, in which, as a matter of principle, the economic affairs of 
society belong to the public, and not to the private sphere. Socialism has been called 
an intellectual proteus too. Socialistic system is necessary because civilization at 
large cannot be brought under the deliberate control of its members until three prior 
conditions are fulfilled. They are:
 1.  The powers of production had to be raised to a qualitatively new level through 

science and technology;
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 2.  The laws of historical development had to be ascertained; and

 3.  A social power that could act consciously in accord with these laws had to 
acquire economic, political, and cultural supremacy.

The successive forms of social organization from tribal life through feudalism 
lacked the material means, the collective knowledge, and the social forces for such 
an undertaking. These prerequisites were first made possible through the evolution 
of capitalism.

Marxism dispensed with any theological or idealistic versions of history that 
construed it as the fulfillment of a divinely directed mission for the salvation of 
humankind. According to the materialist interpretation, humanity has ascended by 
its own efforts through successive modes of production and social formations from 
food-gathering to capitalist industrialization, which has immensely amplified its 
collective powers.

Marxism holds that place because it points out to the working class and all other 
progressive elements what road to follow in effecting the transformation of the 
existing order. It teaches that revolutionary mass struggle against social evils is 
rational and fruitful and can be organized and won. It offers a strategy for collective 
victory, not consolation for individual defeat.

As a scientific theory and a lever of action, Marxism can be of immense aid to 
otherwise isolated and disoriented individuals in our society. Its principles and its 
programs – and the organizations really guided by them – appeal to the reason of 
people, to their fundamental interests, and to their healthy, passionate longing for a 
better mode of life than capitalism provides. It is the most enlightened and reliable 
guide through the welter of events that can otherwise confuse, overwhelm, and 
grind down the person left to her or his own resources.

Regardless of what the existentialists teach and the skeptics affirm, the individual 
can harmonize her or his loftiest aspirations with the demands of social progress. 
The movement inspired by Marxism offers the method and means for doing this.

Over the past century, the realistic humanism and revolutionary outlook of scientific 
socialism have uplifted increasing millions of people in all parts of the world and 
from the most varied stations in life as exemplified by China under the socialist 
road. Its doctrines have convinced illiterate peasants, industrial workers, students, 
intellectuals, professionals and technician, and organized men and women for 
action.
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There is no mystery or magic about the source of the attraction and power of its 
ideas. They correspond to the realities of our existence, explain the fundamental 
causes of our misfortunes and miseries, and tell us how to act in order to eliminate 
them and create a better home on earth for humanity. Can any philosophy of life be 
more meaningful – or more humanist – than that?

There is a great future for socialism in china with its own characteristics, as president 
Xi Jinping has repeatedly asserted that the essential requirement of socialism in the 
eradicate poverty, improve the people's livelihood and achieve common prosperity. 
President says, "We should pay close attention to people in straitened circumstance, 
and extend care to them with respect and love." Likewise, the president repeats that, 
"We should our best to solve their problem and keep their needs and sufferings in 
mind, and bring the solicitude and concern of the party and the government to the 
people in the impoverished areas." (130)

Conclusion 

Today china has proved the education is the foundation of national development 
in the long run. Under the socialist path, China has supported the initiative led by 
the UN too. China has accelerated housing supply for meeting the people's basic 
need for housing and ensuring that all of them have access to housing. China has 
gained success also in cyber security and information technology. China has been 
safeguarding national security and social stability for furthering the reform achieving 
the Two Century Goals and realizing the Chinese dream of the rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation. China is now regarded for eliminating corruption from public life. 
The president has been asking all the party members to act in compliance with the 
plan made at the 18th CPC National Congress, to combat and prevent corruption in 
a more scientific and effective way, and to uphold the dignity of the party and the 
nations.  There are signs and strengths of China's socialistic system, so China may 
rise further with its goal of becoming a moderately developed country in near future 
on the basis socialist road with Chinese characteristics. 
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Nepal-China Relationship from Political, Economic, and 
Social perspectives

Dipendra Adhikari and ZHANG Sheng*

In October 1st, 2019, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) is celebrating the 70th 
anniversary of its establishment and retrospecting its diplomatic history with 178 
states that have diplomatic relationship with the PRC. In August 1st, 2019, Nepal, an 
important neighbor of China that enjoys prolong friendship with China for thousands 
of years already, is also embracing the 64th anniversary of its diplomatic ties with 
the PRC. In such a historically significant time, it is incumbent responsibility of 
Chinese and Nepalese scholars to retrospect our history of friendship and to look 
forward into the prosperous future of China and Nepal from political, economic, 
and social perspectives. In this paper, we aim to present China-Nepal relationship 
since the ancient times to the present world, and to discuss future challenges and 
opportunities of Nepal-China friendship. We believe that Nepal and China not only 
have prolonged historical friendship, but also enjoy prosperous future in terms of 
cooperation and development as well. 

History of Nepal-China Relations

China and Nepal have thousands years of communication and friendship. The 
earliest document of China-Nepal relationship is the legend of Chinese monk 
Manjushree, who allegedly travelled to Nepal and helped “establish human 
settlement in Kathmandu Valley8.” Monk Faxian from Jin Dynasty (266 C.E.－420 
C.E.) visited Buddha’s birth place Lumbini and Monk Xuanzang from Tang 
Dynasty visited Lumbini too in 633 C.E. In 639 C.E., Nepali King Anshuverma 
gave his daughter Princess Bhrikuti to Tibetan King Songtsen Gampo in the 7th 
century, and the other wife of Songtsen Gampo is Princess Wencheng from Tang 
Dynasty9. Besides Nepal’s traditional close ties with Chinese Tibet, this relationship 
between Princess Bhrikuti and Princess Wencheng indeed linked Nepal and Tang 

*Mr. Adhikari and ZHANG are International Relations Expert and Researchers 

8 Hiranya Lal Shrestha, Sixty Years of Dynamic Partnership- Nepal China Relationship. Edited 
by Prem Kumari Pant. 1st ed. Kathmandu: Nepal-China Society, 2015, p. 5
9 Hiranya Lal Shrestha, p. 5 
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Empire much closer. From Nepalese side, monks such as Buddha Bhadra Shakya 
and Shilamanj visited China and left significant historical records. During the 
Yuan dynasty of China (13th century), Nepalese artist Arniko went to Beijing to 
construct a famous Buddhist pagoda10. During the Qing dynasty, however, partially 
because of British instigation, China-Nepal relationship started to have difficulties, 
and three wars broke out respectively in 1788, 1791, and 185511. After the War of 
1855, the Qing court accepted the Treaty of Thapathali between Kathmandu and 
local government of Lhasa (under the rule of the Qing dynasty) in 1856, and this 
treaty granted a number of privileges to Nepal such as Nepalese people enjoyed 
partial extraterritoriality in Tibet; Nepalese merchants did not need to pay taxes in 
Tibet; and Tibet must pay 10,000 Nepalese money to Nepal every year12. Because 
this treaty was intentionally designed to be very vague, both China and Nepal had 
different interpretation of it: China believed that it was still the suzerain of Nepal 
in his tribute system, and the money it pays to Nepal annually was not tribute but 
simply compensation; Nepal, however, interpret this as Tibet paying tribute to 
Nepal and saw Tibet as a vessel of Nepal. This treaty was seen as an unequal treaty 
from the Chinese side, and it was an important issue in China-Nepal negotiation in 
the process of establishing diplomatic relations.

In October 1st, 1949, the People’s Republic of China was established. Two years ago, 
India also gained its independence from Britain. India regarded itself as a rightful 
successor of all the privileges that British colonizers had in South Asia, and regarded 
Nepal as its backyard. Partially due to India’s negative role in preventing Nepal and 
China from approaching to each other in order to keep its “special relationship” 
with Nepal and partially due to Nepalese monarchy’s suspicion toward Communist 
government, the PRC was not able to start diplomatic relationship with Nepal 
immediately13. In 1951, The Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) liberated Tibet 

10 Ibid, p. 5
11 Liang Zhongcui. Jindai zhongni guanxi zhong woguo xizang yinsu zhi lish y i n g x i a n g y u 
sikao[History, Significance, and Insights of Tibet Factor in China-Nepal Relations in Modern Era]. 
Journal of Northwest Minzu University, vol. 1 (2018), pp. 27
12 Mu Ani. Zhongni jianjiao de lishi jiqi yiyi  [The History and Significance of the Establishment of 
Diplomatic Ties between China and Nepal ]. South Asia Studies Vol. 2 (2012): 85-98, pp. 86
 13 Niboer de jiben qingkuang he dongxiang [Basic Situation and Actions of Nepal], Archives from 
Foreign Ministry of the People’s Republic of China. Archive number: 102  00055 06( 1)
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from the theocratic serfdom of Dalai Lama and his landlord class, and this important 
news certainly attracted attention from Nepal. Regarding Tibet’s Liberation, King 
Tribhuvan made a very interesting statement, “there is no change in our traditional 
relations even after the political changes in Tibet14 .” From the perspective of China, 
King Tribhuvan’s statement has two meanings: Positively, he affirmed that he was 
willing to continue the prolonged historical friendship between China and Nepal 
with the PRC; negatively, however, China believed that King Tribhuvan also meant 
that he expected Nepal’s tributary “traditional relationship” with Tibet to continue. 
In 1953, the last Tibetan tributary team to Nepal highly evaluated the liberation of 
Tibet and asked Nepal to “readjust its traditional relations and policy15.” In 1954, 
Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai, in his speech in the National People’s Congress, 
announced that China was ready and willing to establish diplomatic relations with 
Nepal on the basis of equality and mutual respect16. With King Mahendra succeeded 
the throne, PRC’s international influence rose, and bilateral trade agreement China 
signed with India in 1954 warned Nepal the possibility of China and India getting 
closer, breakthrough of Nepal-China relations came soon.

In April,1955, during the first Afro-Asian Conference held in Bandung, Nepalese 
and Chinese delegates had successful meetings. In 1955, a Chinese delegation led by 
Chinese Ambassador to India Yuan Zhongxian visited Nepal and agreed to establish 
formal diplomatic ties. August 1st, 1955, China and Nepal signed an agreement to 
formally establish bilateral diplomatic relations on the basis of Five Principles of 
Peaceful Co-existence (Panchasheel)17. It is important to point out that Nepal was 
still not diplomatically independent today, and China had to consult the opinion of 
Nehru all the time in the process of establishing diplomatic relationship with Nepal.

In 1959, Dalai Lama launched an armed rebellion against the democratization 
campaign in Tibet. After the failure of the rebellion, Dalai Lama treacherously fled 
to India with the help of the CIA. Dalai Lama trained his military organization in 
the territory of India and Nepal, but Nepal officially upheld the ‘One China Policy’ 
and suppressed the Khampa Mutiny. Nepal’s commitment to One China Policy has 
been strongly welcomed by China. 

14 Hiranya Lal Shrestha, p. 11
15  Hiranya Lal Shrestha, p. 11
16 Ibid, p. 11
17 Mu Ani, p. 95
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In 1962, the Sino-Indian War broke out in South Tibet (or Arunachal in Indian 
terminology). The remarkable military strength China demonstrated in this war 
deeply impressed Nepal and inspired Nepal to use China to balance out Indian 
dominance in order to achieve more national independence18. In 1963, the China-
Nepal highway construction started to be constructed and was completed in 1967. 
In 1969, Nepal demanded India to withdraw its military advisors and observers 
in Nepal. From realist calculation, Nepal effectively used China to gain more 
independence for itself.

China, unlike India, strongly supported the “Zone of Peace” proposal of Nepal 
came up with by King Birendra in 197519. In 1976, the Agreement on bilateral 
trade was signed. In 1978, the civil aviation agreement was signed and in 1981, 
the trade and payment agreement was signed between China and Nepal. In 1996, 
Chinese President Jiang Zemin visited Nepal, and two states agreed to establish a 
good-neighborly partnership for generations20. In 2008, Prime Minister Prachanda 
visited Beijing during the Olympics. In 2009, Prime Minister Nepal visited Beijing, 
and both countries agreed to establish a comprehensive and cooperative partnership 
of friendship for generations21. In 2012, Premier Wen Jiabao visited Nepal. Both 
sides published a joint communiqué, and declared 2012 as “a year of China-Nepal 
friendship.” 

Belt and Road Initiative: China-Nepal Relations in the New Era

As China enters the new era under the leadership of President Xi Jinping, China-
Nepal relations need to explore further opportunities. One of the largest opportunities 
is certainly the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The BRI, announced by President 
Xi in 2013, is an ambitious project which is planned to “involve potentially 65 

18 Liang, Zhongcui, pp. 11
19 Bishnu Hari Nepal, “Nepal-China RelationsIn Retrospect,” Asia Pacific Daily, no. 27, August, 

2015, pp. 2
20 "China, Nepal Pledging Closer Ties." People's Daily Online. July 11, 2002. Accessed July 29,    

2019. http://en.people.cn/200207/11/eng20020711_99490.shtml.
21 "Wen Jiabao Holds Talks with Nepali Prime Minister Nepal." Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

the People's Republic of China. December 29, 2009. Accessed July 29, 2019. https://www.
fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjb_663304/zzjg_663340/yzs_663350/gjlb_663354/2752_663508
/2754_663512/t649033.shtml.
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countries and 4.4 billion people22.” Until April 2019, China has signed 173 BRI 
cooperation documents with 125 countries and 29 international organizations in 
the world23, which means that it actually received echo and support from a large 
number of countries which is almost twice as it initially planned to involve. Nepal, 
as China’s important southern neighbor, is also a country which signed cooperation 
document with China in the BRI program

BRI is the first time in the modern Chinese history that China uses massive economic 
project to actively construct a more favorable international environment for itself, 
and thus it has remarkable significance. China desires to use economic projects to 
enhance its relationship with neighboring states and to expand China’s soft power in 
East Asia, Central Asia, South East Asia, South Asia, and even further in the Middle 
East, Europe, and Africa. China also desires to economically empower and to 
support its international friends: It strives to economically support Pakistan through 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, to support Russia through the construction 
of the “Silk Road on Ice,” and to support China’s African friends through massive 
investment and aids. Moreover, China wants to diversify its business partners and 
to better prepare itself from threats from the West, especially the United States. 

Apparently, the BRI is a good opportunity to Nepal and actually Nepal shares the 
same concern with China on aforementioned issues in certain degree: Nepal, as the 
best friend of China except Pakistan in South Asia, should have strong incentive 
to become a development model of BRI in South Asia; Nepal, as the only state in 
South Asia governed by Communist Party, also have incumbent responsibility of 
being cautious against possible U.S. imperialist intervention and to use Chinese 
support to defend its national interests. Therefore, there is no reason for Nepal to 
reject the BRI.

In South Asia today, BRI is often compared to the Indo-Pacific Strategy (IPS) of 
the United States. Nepalese people must be fully aware that the IPS’ fundamental 
motive is never about peaceful economic development but simply about containing 
Chinese influence in Asia and preserving the global hegemony of the U.S. IPS is 
mainly a political and military plan, rather than an economic and development plan. 

22 Gisela Grieger, 2016. “One Belt, One Road (Obor): China's Regional Integration Initiative.” 
European Parliament Research Service. http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.
html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2016)586608.
23 "BRI Explainer: What Is the Belt and Road." People's Daily Online. April 23, 2019. Accessed ): 
223–32. doi:10.1177/097492847903500206, pp. 
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BRI, on the other hand, has geopolitical considerations to create a more favorable 
international environment for China, but never have clear strategic target. For Nepal, 
a country with prolonged glorious history of neutrality and peace, BRI offered by its 
Asian neighbor should definitely be more attracted than a military strategy named 
IPS came up with by the largest imperialist country in the world.

Sino-Nepalese political relationship is very stable and fruitful because this 
relationship is based on mutual respect, peaceful co-existence, and it is a win-win 
relationship. China appreciates and expects Nepal to continue supporting the One 
China Policy, and China supports the sovereignty and integrity of territories of Nepal. 
The most valuable part of Sino-Nepalese relationship is that China appreciates and 
expects Nepal to continue its non-alignment neutral political stance. China does not 
unrealistically expect Nepal to be a Chinese “ally,” nor pursue any sort of unequal 
“special relationship” with Nepal, but fully respect Nepal’s unalienable rights of 
keeping neutrality and peace. China only requests the minimum from Nepal, which 
is not to be used by the West as a weapon against China, and thus China-Nepal 
relationship is equal and mutually respectful.

Opportunities and Challenges in the Economic Perspective of China-Nepal Relations

China-Nepal economic relationship can be traced to the aids China provided to Nepal 
in the 1950s. Since 1956, China has been offering aids to Nepal. Chinese foreign 
aid consists mainly three parts: grants, interest-free loan, and concessional loan24. 
Since 1956, China provided aid to Nepal mostly in the aspects of infrastructure 
projects including irrigation, railroad, hydro-electricity stations, sugar factories, fur 
factories, and fabric factories25. Among all South Asian states, Pakistan and Nepal 
are the priorities in China’s foreign aid policy26. After the earthquake in 2015, China 
was one of the states that provided aids to Nepal the earliest: 46 tons of goods, 
worth 60 million Yuan, were granted several days after the earthquake27. During 

24 Hiranya Lal Shrestha, p. 11
25 Zhou, Zhen. 20 shiji 50-60 niandai xinzhongguo dui niboer yuanzhu wenti tanjiu 20 50~60 [The 
Research on New China’s Assistances to Nepal in 1950’s~1960’s]. Contemporary China History 
Studies Vol.27, no. 5 (2017), 99-108, pp. 101
26 P.K.S. Namboodiri, “China’s Aid to Nepal in Perspective.” India Quarterly 35, no. 2 (April 1979): 
223–32. doi:10.1177/097492847903500206, pp. 
27 Shangwubu: zhongguo shi zuizao dui niboer dizhen tigong yuanzhu guojia zhiyi [Ministry 
of Commerce: China is One of the Countries that Provided Earliest Assistance after Earthquake 
in Nepal. People’s Daily, 07th May, 2015. http://politics.people.com.cn/n/2015/0507/c70731-
26965126.html
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Indian blockade in 2015, shortage of resources and humanitarian crisis happened 
in Nepal, so China donated 1300000L fuel to Nepal in order to show solidarity28.

In terms of bilateral trade relations, China is the second largest trade partner with 
Nepal. China exports industrial products such as IT products, fabric cloths, and 
machines to Nepal; Nepal exports fur, metal products, and handicrafts to China. In 
2018, the bilateral trade amount is 99 million dollars, which is 13.1% more than last 
year. China export is about 97 million dollars, and Nepal export is about 2 millions, 
29.1% more than last year29. This data clearly demonstrates that the large challenge 
in economic relationship between China and Nepal is Nepal’s large trade deficit. 
The cause of the current trade deficit is that: First, Nepalese exports are structurally 
not diversified. Most of Nepal’s exports are natural resources or handicrafts 
products, and therefore Nepalese exports will face natural disadvantage. Second, 
Nepal is currently slow in terms of industrialization, and thus there is no systematic 
industrialized supply chain for industrialized goods. This problem always persists 
throughout history and in the contemporary world. When an agricultural states trade 
with an industrial state, the agricultural state will naturally be in disadvantage and 
trade deficit often happens. To solve this problem, Nepal needs to direct the benefits 
from BRI into infrastructure investment, factories investment, human resource 
investment (education!), and even new emerging fields such as IT. 

Despite the existence of trade deficit in Nepalese side, China-Nepal economic 
relationship, has bright future. BRI can bring tremendous opportunities for Nepal 
in the future. First, BRI focuses on infrastructure constructions, so Nepal needs to 
focus on transportation improvement. The Nepal-China Railway program needs 
serious efforts from both sides to complete. Second, Nepal needs to direct BRI 
to infrastructure and human resources investments. Without enough infrastructure 
and human resources investment, large youth population cannot be transferred 
into productive labor forces, and without labor forces, Nepal cannot transfer its 
large young population into market advantage. Third, Nepal should apply for 
agricultural assistance from China. China has advanced agricultural technologies 

28 Ananth Krishnan, "China Says Will Support Nepal 'sovereignty' after Landmark Fuel Deal." 
India Today. October 29, 2015. Accessed July 29, 2019. https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/
china-will-support-nepal-fuel-deal-270397-2015-10-29.
29 Zhongguo tong niboer de guanxi [China-Nepal Relationship]. Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the People’s Republic of China. Accessed 27th July, 2019. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/
gjhdq_676201/gj_676203/yz_676205/1206_676812/sbgx_676816/
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and experiences and thus only uses 8% of the world’s arable land to feed 20% of 
the world’s population30. Nepal, as a state that still heavily depends on food import 
from India, should focus on improving its agricultural technologies and pursue 
food self-sufficiency. Fourth, Nepal should fully utilize its natural resources such 
as hydropower, forest, woods, herbs, and develop tourism to attract more Chinese 
tourists in order to decrease trade deficit. Nepal’s goal should always focus on self-
sufficiency, and closer ties with China through BRI can help Nepal to balance the 
economic domination from South.

People-to-People Relations: Cultural Perspective in China-Nepal Relations

China has always been stressing that “People-to-people ties provide an anchor 
for the Belt and Road Initiative31.” To enhance people-to-people ties and cultural 
communication between Chinese and Nepalese people is crucial for the future 
development of bilateral relations.

Chinese and Nepalese civilizations resemble in terms of their spirit and world 
views. In China, Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism have been the dominating 
religious beliefs, and common people normally practice all three faiths together. 
One can frequently see people putting statures of Confucius, Buddha, and Lao Zi 
together and pray to them at once in China. The Confucius concept of Zhongyong 
which request people never be extreme is very popular in the Chinese civilization, 
and thus Chinese society is very tolerant for foreign ideas and foreigners. In Nepal, 
data shows that 86.2％ of the population believe in Hinduism and only 7.8％ believe 
in Buddhism, but among the common people, most people are also influenced by 
Buddhism and see Buddha as a sacred figure too. Nepal is tolerant to different 
religious and beliefs as same as China is. Therefore, it is confident for us to say that 
Chinese and Nepalese civilizations all enjoy tolerant and peaceful common essence.

Buddhism should serve as a common factor uniting Nepalese and Chinese culture. 
China has the world’s three largest schools of Buddhism: Mahayana, Theravada, and 
Tibetan. Mahayana Buddhism assimilated into Chinese traditional philosophy and 
evolved to Han Buddhism, a Buddhist school with strong Chinese characteristics. 
Han Buddhism and Tibetan Buddhism are born in the land of China, and Theravada 
30 Deborah Brautigam. The Dragon's Gift: The Real Story of China In Africa. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2009, p. 234
 31 "Backgrounder: Priority Areas of Cooperation under Belt and Road Initiative." Xinhuanet. May 
08, 2017. Accessed July 29, 2019. http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-05/08/c_136265560.
htm.
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Buddhism is also commonly practiced among ethnic minorities in southern Yunnan 
province. Since the ancient times of monk Xuan Zang and Fa Xian, Buddhism has 
been linking China and Nepal together. Today, Buddhism is still and should still 
serve as a common factor uniting China and Nepal. For example, The Nepal China 
Society is building monastery and research center on Buddhism; Lumbini Buddhist 
University of Nepal has cooperation with Chinese institutions32. China also built 
the Zhonghua Chinese Buddhist Temple in Lumbini, introducing traditional Han 
Buddhist temple architecture to the Nepalese people. 

In 2018, more than 150,000 Chinese tourists visited Nepal. This is the highest 
number of annual Chinese tourists to Nepal. In 2018, more than 6,000 Nepali 
citizens are currently living in China either for studying or for working. Confucius 
Institute is currently located in Kathmandu and teaching about 600 Nepali students 
Chinese language. It is apparent that China and Nepal are becoming increasingly 
culturally closer as well.

Conclusion

China and Nepal have a prolonged history of friendship and this historical friendship 
has been promoted to a new level after the establishment of the PRC. In terms of 
political relations, China and Nepal enjoy stable, fruitful, and win-win relationship 
based on mutual respect, peaceful coexistence, and mutual support for each other’s 
core national interests; in terms of economic relations, although Nepalese trade 
deficit exists as a challenge, the BRI will bring tremendous opportunities to Nepal 
and Nepal should take active role directing BRI projects to achieve its development 
goals; in terms of cultural relationship, both countries have cultural similarity and 
historical connections, and this people-to-people tie is enhancing as BRI enters to 
Nepal. We are confident that 64 years of China-Nepal relationship is a positive one 
that benefited and will still benefit both countries, and China-Nepal relationship 
will be enhanced to another high level in the new era.
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Nuclear Security in Nepal
           

Prof. Dr. Kamal K. Shrestha*

Abstract

Nepal is fortunate not to have serious nuclear security threat at present. To remain 
aware of possibility of threats that are, however, looming due to peaceful use of 
nuclear research reactors and Nuclear Power Plants (NPPs) operating in the 
neighboring countries would be best national interest. Nuclear doctrine of 'No First 
Use'  adopted by India and China on one hand and Pakistan  not saying so, on the 
other hand puts Nepal in a precarious  position. Some other relevant topics like 
dirty bomb, international treaties, nuclear deals, global threat reduction etc are 
also discussed in brief. 

Introduction

Nuclear security is the prevention of accidents, mitigation of consequences of 
accidents in nuclear reactors or nuclear facilities and the protection of related 
workers and the public as well as the environment from undue radiation hazard. 
However, coordinated nuclear security incorporates the theft, sabotage and illogical 
transfer of radioactive materials intended for malicious purposes. Thus, physical 
protection of radioactive materials is an important aspect of nuclear security and 
this is also the responsibility of both the concerned institutions in general and the 
far-sighted governments in particular. Nuclear security is a serious concern of 
many countries according to   International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the 
watchdog on nuclear activities in the world. Nuclear securities prevails even in 
countries without any reactors but have installed radiotherapy facilities, industrial, 
agricultural and other applications radioactive materials.

Lost and orphaned radioactive materials

Security lapses and thefts of radioactive materials have been reported in some 
countries. Discarded and orphaned of such materials are common in countries 

*Prof. Dr. Shrestha is a Former Member-Secretary of NAST and Past President of Nepal 
Chemical Society and Nuclear Society of Nepal (NUSON). He is also the first nuclear chemist 
of Nepal and had been for many years   a member of National Nuclear Steering Committee.
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where nuclear reactors and industries have been suspended or closed. Removal of 
spent fuel containing highly enriched uranium (HEU) and low enriched uranium 
(LEU) too are complicated. It is highly challenging to transport and deposit safely 
at a depository. Scrapping of equipments containing radioactive materials inside 
is, however, reported due to carelessness.  In India, radioactive cesium-137 needle 
was lost by a hospital in Hyderabad on June 26, 2000 and never recovered. Even 
in Nepal, radioactive iridium-192 source used for Brachytherapy at Cancer hospital 
at Bharatpur was lost during transit via an air-courier on April 12, 2014 but found 
safely after three days.  Many such examples that occurred in some more countries 
have been reported. According to IAEA more than half of the incidents of thefts 
occurred between 1993 and 2019 while radioactive materials were in transport. 
Upon request the IAEA helps to draft regulations with transport security.

Dirty Bomb

UK has been the first country to convict a British national in 2006 for plotting to 
detonate a dirty bomb in London. On the other hand, Indian customs officials seized 
a briefcase containing over 2 Kg of LEU in Kolkata on October 2007 intended for 
malicious intention. Again, in the neighborhood of Nepal, Bangladesh police in 
Dhaka confiscated 225 gm of uranium oxide smuggled by Islamic extremists for 
assembling a dirty bomb in 2003.

Dirty bomb is designed to scatter dangerous radioactive materials over a large area 
to create panic, terror and economic disruption in a city. Conventional explosives 
are exploded to disperse radioactive components. Radioactivity from a dirty bomb 
cannot be seen, felt, heard, smelled or tasted so the psychological fear is even 
worse. In fact, dirty bomb do not kill people as such but creation of lots of terror 
will be horrifying if exploded in a big city.  The first responders will have to oversee 
quick evacuation of all the people at and near the blast area to save them from 
contamination. Dresses worn need to be discarded by the affected persons and they 
must take thorough bath. Whole location need to be decontaminated and entirely 
cleaned up. Till then no one should be allowed to go there. In the affected area, use 
of air conditioners need to be prohibited.

Global Threat Reduction

Global Threat Reduction Initiative (GTRI) of the US supports permanent threat 
reduction by eliminating nuclear weapons-usable excess stockpiles located at civilian 
sites.  GTRI is cooperating with more than 90 countries. IAEA provides worldwide 
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technical and other assistance to enhance physical protection of radioactive sources 
used for oncology, industrial use, medical sterilization, food preservation, etc as 
well as research work. In addition, the US is collecting and transporting up to a safe 
depositary to deny radioactive and nuclear materials to the terrorist. Global threat 
reduction program of UK, Department of Energy and Climate Change, is on the 
other hand contributing towards creating awareness of the importance of nuclear 
security and conducting training activities in collaboration with IAEA and the US, 
EU, Soviet Union and many concerned countries including Nepal.

Related Nuclear doctrines, deals and Disarmament

India first adopted a ''No first use" (NFU) policy after its second nuclear tests 
Pokhran II in 1968. In August 1969, the Indian government released a draft of 
the doctrine which asserts that nuclear weapons are solely for deterrence. India 
will pursue a policy of powerful retaliation, so powerful that an opponent would 
be unable to strike back. Unlike neighboring India and China with NFU doctrine, 
Pakistan does not have a NFU policy but reserves the right to use nuclear weapons 
of low yields for tactical purpose against battle field targets. President Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto of Pakistan had famously said in 1965 ''If India builds the bomb we will 
eat grass or leaves, even go hungry but we will get one of our own''. Accordingly, 
Pakistan built and tested soon after India conducted the second nuclear test in 1968. 
According to the James Martin Centre for Nonproliferation Studies (CNS), ''if there 
had to be a first use between India and Pakistan, it would seem that it would be by 
Pakistan''.

The 123 agreement signed between the United States of America and Republic 
of India is US-India Civil Nuclear agreement on July 18, 2005. India- Sri Lanka 
agree to nuclear cooperation after then newly elected President Maithripala Sirisena 
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India in New Delhi on February 16, 2015. 
He then visited Pakistan, met then Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif signed a nuclear 
deal with Pakistan as of April 5, 2015 to build atomic energy infrastructure and 
personnel training. India has signed nuclear deals with Australia, Canada, France, 
Russia and many other countries. 

It is of interest to note that Nepal is hosting the office of UN Regional Centre 
for Peace & Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific (UNRCPD). More than half of 
the Asian States have signed in the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
(TPNW) in which   Nepal signed on 20.09.2017 and decades earlier signed Sea 
Bed Treaty on 06.07.1971. As of 26 September, 2019 some eleven countries have 
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ratified TPNW. On the other hand, among important UN Treaties, Nepal has signed 
and ratified NPT and only signed CTBT.  By now some 191 countries have signed 
and ratified NPT. Nepal signed Partial Test Ban Treaty on 10.10.1963 and ratified 
on 07.10.1964. This treaty bans the nuclear weapons tests in the atmosphere, in 
outer space and under water. On the other hand leaders of Southeast Asia have 
proclaimed this region is free of all nuclear weapons. According to Lassina Zerbo, 
Executive Secretary of Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization 
(CTBTO), it is clear that the NPT and the CTBT have reinforced nuclear security. 
He remarked that Nuclear Security Summit (NSS) held in 2010 participated by 47 
countries and 3 international organizations, so far restricted its scope to protecting 
nuclear infrastructure and material from misuse. He further said CTBT has stopped 
the first time development of nuclear weapons by the potential countries. It is an 
irony that CTBT has been prevented from entering into force and its contribution to 
global security because some 8 countries more our yet to ratify this important treaty.  

"However, the development of new low-yield, accurate nuclear weapons would 
reduce the nuclear threshold and blur the distinction between conventional and 
nuclear weapons, thus making their use more likely" as stated by Robert R. Monroe 
in LA Times-Washington Post in 2004. On the other hand the consistent record of 
peace diplomacy is lauded by International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear 
War (IPPNW). This organization had received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1985.  Co-
President of IPPNW, Dr. Iva Helfand had said in 2007," A limited nuclear war 
taking place faraway poses a threat that could concern everyone on the planet".  Dr. 
Dan Plesh from Univeristy of London agreed to that and quoted 'we live in a state 
of denial that our fate can be determined by decisions in Islamabad and New Delhi 
as much as in Washington and Moscow'. According to Mashesh Maskey, former 
Nepali Ambassador to China, Nepal should use its record of peace diplomacy to 
eliminate nukes from the region. The 'Zone of Peace Proposal' put forward by Nepal 
in 1975 has not succeeded so far though large number of countries have endorsed 
it. Similarly, this international campaign to abolish nuclear weapons (ICAN), who 
won Nobel Prize in 2017 also is pressing success for UN treaty on the prohibition 
of nuclear weapons in the world.

Nuclear security in Nepal

Nepal does not possess any nuclear reactor so mitigation of nuclear accident does not 
pose a problem as such. However, we are surrounded by nuclear research reactors 
and nuclear power plants (NPPs) of Bangladesh, India and Pakistan in the south 
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and China in the north. If an accident takes place in any reactor of our neighboring 
countries then nuclear security will be of great concern to us too. Depending upon 
the gravity of the accident and the weather conditions then, nuclear fallout could 
reach us as the wind direction do not recognize any political boundaries.

In 1999, an accident took place in one of the twin NPPs at Norara located near 
Lucknow in UP of India directly south of Nepal. It was recorded as a serious accident 
and mitigated well enough though all the 12 NPPs then operating in India were shut 
down for proper assessment of nuclear security in that country. Our country should 
have treated this as a wakeup call but nothing in particular was then initialed for the 
public safety here. Just now, some 22, 45 and 5 NPPs are operating in India, China 
and Pakistan respectively and all three countries are building more.

South east of Nepal, Bangladesh has been experimenting and training for more than 
30 years with a 300 Kw TRIGA nuclear research reactor under Bangladesh Atomic 
Energy Commission. This Canadian reactor is used for training, research, isotope 
production and general applications. Currently, with experience and maturity gained, 
a 1000 Mw nuclear power plant has been built which will be soon commissioned 
at Roopur some 87 of Dhaka to partially meet the power crisis in this country. 
However, this country have had nuclear security problem of a different kind, that is, 
threat from the Islamic terrorist that that tried to assemble a dirty. 

At present, safety and security have been installed in five hospitals in Nepal to secure 
powerful the radioactive sources like Cobalt-60.  These hospitals have received 
assistance from the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MOEST) with 
some help from GTRI programme as per the initiation taken by Nuclear Society 
of Nepal (NUSON) in 2010, onwards. GTRI assisted Nepal in collaboration with 
MOEST, MOPH as per the help rendered by NUSON in the initial stage to upgrade 
the safety and security of Cobalt-60 sources in four hospitals initially. Similarly, 
government of Nepal has installed some security in Lomanthang in Mustang 
district where large deposits of uranium ores could be possible. The two ongoing 
IAEA supported projects conducted by the Department of Mines and Geology are 
'Exploration of uranium and thorium in Nepal' and 'Assessing the Radiation Hazard 
in Kathmandu Valley'.
Nuclear related activities in our country received an impetus after 'National Nuclear 
Policy 2007' was published by our government and Nepal formally joined IAEA in 
2008 in the public sector and Nuclear Society of Nepal was formed earlier in 2005. 
The membership of Nepal in IAEA has been ratified by the National Parliament 
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as per the mandatory of statue of this UN body. NUSON have had the privilege 
of drafting national nuclear policy in 2005 as per the assignment then given by 
MOEST.
Currently, GTRI is also assisting Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan other countries 
in this region for nuclear security. MOEST has assigned National Legion Officer 
(NLO) for IAEA activities including nuclear security to focus on nuclear related 
actions for peaceful uses of radioisotopes in our country. This ministry published 
in 2015 a Nuclear Materials Regulatory Directory. Hopefully, MOEST will be 
represented by a qualified person in the upcoming "International Nuclear Security 
Conference 2020" scheduled in this year. At present, the national nuclear bill titled 
"Manage Safe and Peaceful use of Nuclear and Radioactive Substances'' is registered 
in the National Parliament and the nation is eagerly waiting for completing all 
official formalities. 

Conclusion

The implications of 9/11 attack on America has changed the concept of security 
with an unthinkable expression, ''what if nuclear materials had also been used?'' The 
importance of nuclear security has been recognized throughout the world especially 
after the 'International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism' 
which is binding to all States, as a result of UN Security Council Resolution 1540 
which was adopted by UN General Assembly in April 2005.  Safeguard of all nuclear 
related facilities and security of nuclear materials has received priority in Nepal too.  
The milestones in this regards are the assistance received from GTRI programme of 
the US and IAEA by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MOEST) 
and securing all the highly radioactive materials present in Nepal. Nuclear deals 
addressing mutual interests should be signed by our country with India, China, 
Pakistan and even with Bangladesh as early as possible. Nepal should ratify CTBT 
as soon as possible for national and global nuclear security. In SAARC forum, 
nuclear disarmament problems and issues should also be raised by Nepal. It is in the 
interest of Nepal to remain consistently informed with all relevant nuclear related 
activities around the South Asia, Southeast Asia, North Asia as well as the whole 
world.
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Balancing Between Diplomacy, Defense and Development
Rabi Raj Thapa*

Abstract
Concurrently, national security in Nepal has become a pedantic subject rather than 
a real-politick. In 2016, the Government of Nepal has prepared a National Security 
Policy 2016 which has limited its scope just as a directive policy. Contemporary 
Nepal is embroiled in a tug-of-war of global powers that is proving Achilles hills for 
its delicate balance between international relations, diplomacy, national security 
and development in policy and practice. Unlike in the past, Nepal seems to be ever 
shifting policy adjustment to external pressure and policy interventions whether it 
is from all-over - the Southern, Northen neighbors or from the Western world. Political 
agendas and party interest have taken precedence and priorities over the important 
issues of national security; national core values seem to be giving ways to the 
appeasement on foreign strategic interest and policies. These have become the 
fundamental salient features of Nepal’s national security policy and strategy today. 
These are great questions this article would like to touch upon. 
Introduction
Nepal’s National Security is presently passing through a tight rope. For almost 
250 years, Nepal had faced many challenges as a sovereign independent state and 
established itself above other states of the Asian continent and at a par with the East 
India Company in 17th and 18th century. Nepal had fought wars with China (1879-
1892, and 1855-56) and British East India Company (1914-16). After the loss of 
territory in the humiliating defeat of 1814-1816, Nepal lost one-third of its national 
territory. However Nepal maintained its national power security strength with pain 
and resilience, which prominent historian Stiller has vividly narrated these time 
frame (1816-1839) as an era of the “Silent Cry”
These were the times when national security of Nepal used to be seen, judged and 
measured from the military prism. But after the political change of 2006, the slogan 
of democratization of security forces, civic control of the military and restructuring 
of Nepal Police has necessitated a new definition of political – security paradigm. 

*Mr. Thapa is an Additional Inspector General of Armed Police, Nepal (Retired), Secretary of the 
Centre for Security and Justice Studies (CSJS) and also Executive Member of Institute of Security 
Studies. 
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Nepalese people have discarded old traditional standard,that may be natural. But, 
the dilemma is how far this is how far this is playing a constructive role in preserving 
Nepal national security? This is more important and crucial.  
National security and international relation have pro-active and reactive- approach 
and stance. Joseph Ney defines (national security) power stance and initiative 
as one’s ability to affect the behavior of others to get what one wants. He has 
categorized these into Hard, Soft and Smart Power. According to Ney, “there are 
three basic ways we use these powers - coercion, payment, and attraction. Hard 
power is the use of coercion and payment. Soft power is the ability to obtain preferred 
outcomes through attraction. If the state can set the agendas for others or shape their 
preferences, it can save a lot on carrots and sticks. But rarely can it replace either. 
However, Smart strategy combines these tools of both hard and soft power. (Ney. 
2009) Nepal, as a country sandwiched between two global rising powers with strong 
western interest as their global strategic point; it can survival only by adopting 
and adapting smart power. The successive governments of Nepal have been going 
through a very soft approach of silence and appeasement. Corrently, all issues Kala-
pani, Limpia-dhura and Lipu-Lake; MCC and BRI have become a great challenge 
to Nepal’s national security strategic policy that is going to be a litmus-test for the 
present Government of Nepal. To protect and and preserve national interests, both 
the government and people of Nepal must be clear in these issues. In these cases, 
Nepalese Government must be clear and articulate its government policies so that 
the people also can understand and get prepared to defend their national security 
interests and core values.
National security policy strategy stated by the founder of greater Nepal is the illustrious one. He 
had clearly articulated Nepal’s national security policy strategy by – Aasali Hindustan (a real Hindu 
State), “Dui dhunga bichko tarul (a yam between tow boulders), “Jaai kataknagarnu, jhiki Katak 
garnu” (nonaggressive, but firm defensive policy), compiled in his Divya Upadesh (Divine saying) 
which is still valid to this date.

Nepalese Government and the people have almost forgotten the good policies 
adopted by former rulers of Nepal. Government as a permanent institution cannot 
afford to do such mistakes. 
Prime-minister and later Shree Tin Maharaj Jung Bahadur Rana acquired part of 
the territory ceded by Nepal in the Indo-Nepal War of 1814-16 without waging war. 
Chandra Sumsher got Colonial British India to sign a formal bi-lateral treaty that 
recognized and secured Nepal’s sovereign independent status around the world. 
(Joshi, Rose, 2004).
The King Mahendra (1955-1972) of Nepal gradually extended diplomatic relations 
from five countries (Britain, India, the United States of America and France) to 



68)

NCWA, Annual Journal, 2020

many countries of the world. Consequently, Nepal became a member of the United 
Nations in 1955. 
The King Birendra B. B. Shah proclaimed Nepal as a Zone of Peace during his 
coronation ceremony in 1975. In the occasion he had expressed his wish that all 
friendly powers; and the neighboring states in particular, would recognize Nepal as 
a Zone of Peace. (Shah Rishikesh, p. 92). This proposal could be most relevant and 
timely if Nepal could rejuvenate this agenda again. 
In 1986, a national security policy doctrine was developed by His Majesty’s 
Government of Nepal. It had fully elaborated national security policy strategy 
doctrine summed up two figures below:    

President Donald J Trump speaks on his America First Vision for Keeping America 
a safe nation, he speaks on working will work with allies and partners to protect our 
shared interest. Nepal needs to identify its partners and its shared interest and strike 
a balance in diplomacy, defense and development. 
Nepal’s imbroglio with BRI and MCC
What is the reason for the declining trust and confidence in contemporary national 
security situation of Nepal? As stated above, Nepal had a very high moral and 
confidence in the past. The first problem with the contemporary Nepalese 
Government policy makers and responsible stakeholders is their introvert, secretive, 
shy and reactive and defensive complex and attitude. Why Nepalese are still 
confused and divided in their understanding and opinion of both BRI and MCC? 
Why the Government of Nepal is failing to articulate and convince the people about 
its pros-and-cons. It is the government’s responsibility to educate government 
national security policy to the people they govern. Nepalese people are well aware 
that BRI and Indo-Pacific, QUAD and MCC as strategic policies of super-powers, 
in which, Nepal might be interested only in its economic package. The government 
must understand that whatever strategies comprise of diplomacy, defense and 

 

National Core Policy ( Rastriya Mul Niti)

National Security Policy ( Rastriya Surakshya Niti)

Domestic Security Policy National Defense Policy
Policy against External Threat

Elements affecting NSP
i.e. Elements of National 

Power

Policy on 
elements of NP

Strategies on each Policies 
On the elements of NP

Strategies on 
Domestic Security

Strategies against 
External threats

Assessment
& Evaluation 

Of threat

Logistics,
planning

Resource MMG 

OPERATION
Policy

planning

TRAINING
(HRD)

Monitoring
Evaluation

Of  plan
& policy

Doctrines

DirectivesDirectivesDirectives Directives

 

NATIONAL OBJECTIVES

ALL NATIONAL SECUR I TY STAKEHOLDERS

Others
Police

R.I.B

A.P

RNAMin.
Geo.  Mapping

Based on the Rastriya Mil Niti 2042

Water Resources

Geographic Resources

Forest Resources

Agriculture

Land Reform

Co - operatives

ECONOMIC 
RESOURCES FOREIGN POLICY DEFENCE POLICY

Foreign Aids &
Cooperation

Int. Relations

Zone of Peace

Bi, Musty lateral
Regional, Int. 
Participation

Aims

Government of Nepal’s Goal to achieve National Objectives and 
Mobilization of resources

SOCIO- CULTURAL
RELIGIOUS 
RESOURCES

Health

Social Welfare

Culture

Education

Law & Justice

Religion

Population

Security Council 

Sec. C. Secretariat

Security Adm.

Ex Servicemen

Policy Dev. & Imp.

Coordination

Control

MOBILIZATION
OF POLITICAL

MAINSTREAMS

Industrial Dev.

Transport/ Construction

Communication

Tourism

Supply of Resources

Commerce

Foreign Investment



69)
NCWA, Annual Journal, 2020

development component embedded like flesh and blood. Therefore, it may be as 
easy as the government think. People of Nepal have also a genuine concern that 
Nepalese do not want to see Nepal to fall into a conflict-trap like Afghanistan, Syria 
and Libya. Government must not indulge in non-state international programs like 
“Holy Wine” episode of Universal Peace Conference -2018 and the International 
Indian Film Academy Award (Anil) Nepal government faced severe criticism that 
discredited national image. Such misadventures created division among the people 
and dents national security unnecessarily.
Conclusion
Diplomacy, Defense and Development are the three pillars of national security. 
Where does Nepal stand in these parameters today? The people and the government 
must be clear if they want to contribute in the national security of their country. 
Nepal can learn this lesson from China, Great Britain, India, and USA. 
Irrespective of the political system, governments are still the most powerful and 
organized form of structure that dominates the decision making process … (Shah. 
1987). As the saying goes, “too many cooks spoil the broth”, the understanding and 
definition of national security is losing its focus and strength day by day – it seems. 
In the history of Nepal, there has never been a time where Nepalese people have 
murmur about possibility of losing not only its sovereignty but the whole country 
as a whole. Why? This has to be taken seriously for the protection preservation of 
nation through a sound, strong, smart national security policy as our forefathers had 
done so smartly. 
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Anticorruption for Peace
Rajeev Kunwar∗

Abstract
A coalition against corruption would bolster peace and promote inclusive society. 
At overarching levels problems of corruption endanger peace, and youth knows 
very well these maladies in governance and government hinder their genuine 
potential and integrity. It is time to transcend rhetoric and verbal commitment into 
realization of a corruption-free society. Anticorruption discourse could think in 
terms, conditions, levels or standards and quality of peace in the state and society. 
This article articulates simple correlations in anticorruption for peace, a requisite 
and efficacious for prosperity multiplier and wealth sustainability. 
Key words: Anticorruption for peace, public integrity in public affairs, good 
politics, political virtues, common ethics
It is to be kindly noted that the United Nations commemorates an annual event 
International Anti-Corruption Day on December 9. Since 2003 we are globally 
observing this day when the United Nations Convention against Corruption, with 
186 state parties as of August 2018, had been adopted by the UN General Assembly. 
UN is instrumental to mark in recognizing a multi-year theme "United against 
Corruption." This campaign complements and supports the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda. To achieve the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, specific 
to Global Goal 16 to promote peaceful and inclusive societies, to provide access to 
justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels 
will be unmet if parties and partners are callous to issues of corruption at national 
and international levels. Corruption does not discriminate rich and poor countries. 
But it hurts the poor economics the most with unseen challenges and problems. 
Corruption contributes amoral politics and aggravates poverty levels and income 
disparity which culminates the fragile countries and turn them into failed states. 
In brief, corruption creates resentment and anger which would reach boiling point, 
then it jeopardizes peace and exacerbates dismal human conditions.
Corruption is not the intrinsic habits of the state and we are not at the mercy of its 
diktats. The action against corruption begins from an immediate human conduct. 
This action benefits disproportionately to human society. Contemporary youth 

*Mr. Kunwar is a doctoral student of political science at Tribhuvan University, Kritipur.
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plays an unparallel role to strengthen accountability and recommend innovative 
anticorruption solutions and knowledge. UN anticipates youth participation in 
three areas of corruption – acknowledging corruption as an impediment to SDGs, 
youth being the change agent or catalyst for justice, and taking, leading and being a 
difference in action against venality. 
Youth are aware of distortions of corruption that negates sanity and humanity. 
Their significant role would be enabling in creating a corruption free society in 
modern times and circumstances. Thirdly, knowing and understanding corruption 
is inadequate. Now it is time to take urgent action and make responsible ones 
accountable and even those who tread the quick routes of service takers to be 
curbed. In these perceptions, public integrity in public affairs inculcates in youth of 
the 21st century.
A constant, persistent and consistent anticorruption advocacy in an open society 
unveils the verses of corruption. It emboldens initiatives against corrosion of good 
governance, the rule of law and justice. Every citizen has a multifaceted contemplation 
of anticorruption particularly focusing on the business of bureaucracy. But the 
larger symptoms of corruption are common and widespread in polity, economy, 
society, security and culture. It is daunting given the fact and a reality in numbers 
of corruption cases, rankings and analyses of a country in corruption perceptions 
index, and a flow of illicit money – paper or digital. 
The fight against this lethal and silent phenomenon tolls on human rights, human 
development and human security. We are witnessing erosion of sensitivities of 
corruption in different manifestations and forms. Our numbness and naiveté to 
corruption have bad consequences which are varied and multiple. Corruption is 
responsible for the poor quality of life, burdens economy and makes law and order 
vulnerable.
Nepal’s national narrative is replete with sagacious counsels on just governance, 
government based on the consent of the people and culpability of mutual impunity 
of bribe takers and bribe givers. Our local knowledge, wisdom and actions are 
provides impetus to maintain simplicity of humane governance. In this regard a 
clarion call on local national integrity forces us to rethink whether churning out legal 
solutions and measures is enough to curb and control the business of corruption.
Anticorruption for peace has become imperative to stabilize and normalize 
government and governance of a day. This humane agenda cannot be waged by 
war. A war cannot be justified under the pretext of corruption, bad governance and a 
crept cronyism of the so-called ‘bourgeois democracy.’ Crime, conflict and warfare 
are the upshot of abetting corruption in a society. So mitigation of corruption levels 



72)

NCWA, Annual Journal, 2020

sooner the better would avoid endangering citizens from the violence it perpetrates. 
In the aftermath of the downfall of the ancien régime in Nepal, the political set-up 
has changed. But the essence remains the same. It preoccupies maintaining interests 
of power, position and perk by aspiring leaders at the pinnacle of the state and 
society. Political culture of breaching trust is a political faux pas of a bad demeanor.
Politics is unethical or immoral if power corrupts. It would be hapless if a 
fountainhead of corruption is politics or its politicking. Furthermore, corruption 
undermines peace, democracy and integrity. Political rhetoric on a zero-tolerance 
against corruption often sustains its commitment. But unanimous political positions 
cannot guarantee the durability of peace politics, peace building and peace 
promotion when anticorruption drive is left in inaction. A national, regional and 
international concert time and again forges on a strong and robust understanding, 
pledge and actionable commitment. And those noble and lofty principled practices 
if we do witness today would bolster our journey together for anticorruption, peace 
and development.
In the context of national integrity system, an honest, responsive, prompt and high 
performing public institution that delivers critical and requisite services and goods 
in public interest is a must do’s. Service provider and service seeker relations are 
to be based on mutual trust and justice. A fair, impartial and equity oriented health, 
education, and income generating sectors apart from provisioning bare necessities 
of life support peace of minds. Then it can ensure credibility of the government and 
governance.
Fostering culture of anticorruption benefits unequivocally political society, civil 
society and international society. A sincere political culture creates conducive 
environment for genuine politics, economic development and prosperity. Thus this 
political socialization promotes perpetual peace and justice within, between and 
among nations. It is an urgency to act and enforce existing laws, to abide by the 
code of conduct and to perform the entrusted functions of institutions.
Our ethical and moral crusades in human society are about establishing a good 
life, virtuous society and the welfare state. It could be a vision of the ideal state. 
Achieving a lean public management and clean governance is a tall mission in the 
worldly affairs. Otherwise the reservoir of corruption getting continuum from the 
old state to a new state of affairs pollutes governmentality. Ultimately it increases 
the sickness in society that loses hope and optimism when the obesity of state does 
not prevent and cure the corruption phenomenon. 
What are the solutions in contemplation for so long to cure this problem? Simply 
when law enforcement is a prior task to control in the first step by its agency, why 
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we have multiple agencies to control corruption? A laws arm can arrest anyone 
even the powerful and the commoners to imprison with a due process of law if 
illicit act has been committed.  Legal measures and punitive process would have 
been ensued to acquit or convict. As allegations are labeled against scot freeing 
while in investigation process or delays in assemblage of the information or facts 
and figures? This is not the end note given the structural inadequacies or reasons 
unforeseen. Do we need extra-constitutional agencies as in the past which has been 
vehemently criticized? Is it the excuse of political transition to let us suffer severely 
now? State of affairs is no good to many and every citizen expresses their angst at 
our national integrity which is in a great risk. 
All worries that the state and society is evading meritocracy that treats some above 
others. This is what every sane talk in the country murmurs. People’s ownership 
would lose and credibility wanes which invite systemic disenchantment and 
pessimism on political hope. Woes in government and governance are sapping the 
real strength of our old heritage of the country, our private ethos, values and norms. 
Nepal would have been a small power but its mere lip service will not fulfill our 
destiny. The beauty of democracy is enjoyed if politics provide way to virtues not 
vices. The old public decorum and civility is in danger of collateral damage and we 
cannot think of early repair to peace of minds. 
Daily media reports are rife with corruption activities in three tiered federal 
governance system of Nepal. It is our integrity that is challenged often. There is 
a vogue to say no to corruption. Our every no to corruption counting is cliché 
when our personal escapes to our immediate interest avoid this gruesome general 
affairs and general symptoms. Additionally, there should be no taxation without 
anticorruption in action. Our password of public affairs is public integrity. 
Finally, our democratic peace in commons is in threat both at national and 
international level if fair, impartial and just system does not set in with utmost 
public interest. Only hope can save us from the leaders that their political will 
endures the mission to deliver justice and relief from unwanted sufferings of our 
hardened realities.
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Role of Buddhism in Nepal’s Relations with India and China

Milan Raj Tuladhar*

Abstract

Nepal lays claim as the birthpalce of Lord Buddha. After his upbringing and many 
years of very thoughtful youth in Nepal’s Kapilbastu, he went to Bodhgaya, India for 
his final enlightenment. His message of peace was spread from the land of India but 
he also had visited his brithplace many times and had many disciples from Nepal. 
So, Buddhist cultural exchange between Nepal and India took place right from the 
time of Buddha. India today takes pride of Buddha, and rightfully so. Nepal can 
take advantage of her most prominent world citizen to redefine her relation with 
India based on Buddhism. Similarly, China claims to have the largest number of 
Buddhists in the world, a solid 100 million of Buddhists. China is also promoting 
Buddhism today for various political and cultural reasons. Nepal as the birthplace 
of Buddha can capitalise in a big way in redefining her relation with China based 
on Buddhism. For all these, Nepal has to change its foreign policy narrative with 
a Buddhist touch.

Buddha is the earliest citizen of Nepal who became known in the world for his 
intellectual contribution to build a completely new social order based on peace, 
tranquility and happiness. Even during his own lifetime, his message was accepted 
far and wide in South Asia and gradually spread to central Asia, Greece in the west 
and China, Korea, Japan and many southeast Asian countries in the east. 

India, in fact, takes pride on the historical records that “around the beginning of the 
present era, Buddhism was introduced into China. This is the most significant event 
in the history of India-China cultural exchange.” 1

After spending 29 years of his early life in Kapilbastu, Nepal, Siddhartha Gautam 
went to Bodh Gaya area of then Magadh kingdom. He spent 6 and half years in 
the area before attaining enlightenment. This was around the time of beginning 

*Mr. Tuladhar is a Former Adviser to the Prime Minister of Nepal (Hon'ble Jhala Nath Khanal, 
2011-2012)
1 2014: Encyclopedia of India-China Cultural Contacts, An initiative of Public Diplomacy Division 
of Ministry of External Affairs.
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of 6th century B.C. After his enlightenment, he visited Kapilbastu several times 
and he had a large number of followers from Nepal all the time as members of his 
Bhikchu Sangh. Among them, most famous was Bhikchu Ananda, who was also 
a cousin of Buddha and belonging to Kapilbastu. Bhikchu Ananda is credited as 
one of three contributors who helped in compilation of Buddha’s teachings into 
Tripitak. Similarly, the first nun in the Buddhist order was Prajapati Gautami who 
was also from Kapilbastu.

Buddha gave his message of peace to the world from India

Buddha spent a great part of his 45 years of lifetime in teaching his principles of 
compassion to all sentient beings and other messages of peace and happiness in the 
South Asian continent. 300 years after Buddha, the great Magadha Emperor Ashoka 
unified many small kingdoms and laid the foundation of a great nation called India, 
Hindustan or Bharat. Ashoka is regarded as the greatest Buddhist ruler of all times. 
He spread the message of Buddha beyond the South Asian subcontinent to central 
Asia and eastern Asia2. His efforts were later continued by kings like Kaniska.

India was basically a Buddhist nation from Buddha’s time. Its decline started since 
6th century, which was witnessed then by the visiting Chinese monk Xuan Zhang. 
The wiping out of Buddhism from India was almost completed when Nalanda 
University was destructed by Turk invader Bakhtiyar Khilji and his entourage in 
1193.

Even though Buddhism was wiped out from Indian map, its impact could be seen 
not only in various other religions and philosophies and but also in the general 
Indian psyche. During 1950s, Babasahib Ambedkar used Buddhism as a kind of 
campaign to eliminate casteism and untouchability in India. Ambedkar is even now 
greatly respected as an architect of Indian constitution and was himself a Dalit 
and an ardent Buddhist. Similarly, Mahatma Gandhi acknowledged that he drew 
inspiration from Buddha and Sir Edwin Arnold’s book on Buddha titled “The Light 
of Asia” was one of the first books he studied in his youth3. From former president S. 
Radhakrishnan to present prime minister Narendra Modi, Indian leaders have been 

2 P.V. Bapat(1956):2500 years of Buddhism, New Delhi, Publication Division, Ministry of 
Information&Broadcasting
3 M.K. Gandhi(1927):The Story of my experiments with Truth.
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constantly using the example of Buddha to invoke message of peace and reminding 
the world that Buddha gave the message from the land of India.4

Buddhism in China

With the advent of Silk Road around 200 BC, China not only interacted economically 
with the outside world, but ideas from outside world also started to reach the middle 
kingdom, as they used to take pride in calling themselves. According to Indian 
scholars, one of Ashoka’s son called Kustana founded the kingdom of Khotan 
(present day Hotan in Xinjiang).5 The first monastery was built there in 211B.C. 
Spread of Buddhism in Khotan could be linked to its relative proximity to Kashmir, 
then a centre of Buddhism. To reach Buddhist thoughts from there to the heartland 
of Han dynasty in Luoyang, 2200 miles away, it took almost 200 years. Buddhism 
was very quickly adopted in China as its followers coexisted with Taoist followers 
and both taught to tolerate each other. With the start of Tang dynasty in the 7th 
century, the study of Buddhism was taken very seriously in China. There were series 
of monks such as Fa Xian and Xuan Zhang who visited India and Nepal in search 
of Buddhist scripts and when they returned, they were not only accompanied by 
scripts but also scholars from India and Nepal made return visit to China. Prominent 
Buddhist scholars visiting from India included Kasyapamatanga6. And a Nepalese 
scholar Buddhabhadra was the first Nepalese Monk to visit China in the 5th century 
AD.7    It was a kind of exchange of scholars at the time. Because his contemporary 
Monk Fa Xian visited Nepal to collect Buddhist scripts around same time. So, when 
both of them were together in China they worked jointly in translating Buddhist 
works into the Chinese language. Similarly, in 7th century, another famous monk 
Xuan Zhang visited Nepal. And in the same century, Princess Bhrikuti went to 
marry with powerful Tibetan ruler Songtsen Gampo and took a large caravan of 
artisans and scholars who helped spread Buddhism and Buddhist culture in Tibet 
and China. 

4 According to UN News of 4th September 2019, while addressing UN general assembly, Modi 
said that “India has given the world Buddha’s message of peace not war”.
5 P.V. Bapat, ibid.
6 2014: Encyclopedia of India-China Cultural Contacts, An initiative of Public Diplomacy Division 
of Ministry of External Affairs.
7 V.K. Manandhar(2008):Ven. Buddhabhadra & his contributions in Buddhism in 5th Century 
China in Northern Buddhism in History, Vajra Publications, Kathmandu.
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Buddhism flourished in Tibetan region and mainland China continuously without 
much interruption. In India, there was a fierce opposition to Buddhism from various 
quarters since 12th century and because of violence against Buddhists, it simply 
disappeared from the surface of the country, so much so that the great Buddhist 
monuments were buried for centuries without any trace. If not for the efforts of 
British archaelogists during their colonial rule, the history of Buddhism in India 
would have been simply forgotten.  Contrary to that, Buddhism never died in Nepal 
as it learnt to coexist with Shaiva followers right from the beginning. Even brief 
Muslim invasion in the country could not make a significant dent on the Buddhist 
practice among the people here.

Conclusion

There is no doubt that Lumbini-Kapilbastu region of Nepal is important place for 
Buddhism as Buddha himself asked all his well-wishers to visit Lumbini along with 
three other important places of Buddhist history if they want to remember him after 
his Nirvana. Buddha visited Kapilbastu number of times and made so many monks 
from the region. After Buddha, the Nepalese monks from Kapilbastu continued to 
play great roles in spreading Buddhism all over the world. 

Although Buddhism lost its ground in India since 12th century, the long practice of 
Buddha’s teaching for more than 1500 years had made a great impact in the Indian 
culture and other religions of this great country. Even today they take pride in the 
fact that Buddhism travelled from India to all over the world. When India talks of 
its glorious past history of Buddhism in India, Nepal should feel happy as it helps in 
strengthening our relation with southern great neighbour on the basis of Buddhism. 
However, for the development of relation on this new plain, those responsible for 
our foreign policy will need to change their narrative. Moreover, Nepal has to own 
Buddhism in utmost sincerety and it is not enough just to lay claim on Buddha’s 
birthpalce.

Similarly, when president Xi Jinping was speaking in a dinner hosted by Nepali 
president on 12th October, he explained in detail that China had adopted Buddhism 
as a part of local religion and it has become an important part of Chinese culture 
and with a 100 million Buddhists, China takes pride in having the largest number 
of followers of Buddhism. There is a deep meaning to the statement of the Chinese 
president that they have internalised Buddhism. Nepal has much to capitalise from 
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the zeal for Buddhism in China. Here also our foreign policy narrative needs a 
reworking with a Buddhist touch.
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Impact of Leaders Visits’ Abroad on Foreign Policy in the 
Context of Nepal 

Neer Bahadur Karki*

Abstract

The visit to foreign lands by the leaders of Nepal dates back to 170 years as it 
started with the  official visit of the first  Rana premier Junga Bahadur Rana in 
1850  to  Great Britain later followed by another Rana premier of the same dynasty 
Chandra Sumsher in 1908 and Sher Bahadur Deuba as the first post Rana premier 
to pay an official visit to the UK in 1996. King Mahendra’s and King Birendra’s 
many multi lateral and bilateral visits to many counties during their reign heralded 
Nepal’s exposures abroad more than what was before. (though the former is labelled 
as snatcher of  power placing democracy in uncertainty) . With the emergence of 
democratic era, Nepal’s leaders are paying quite a few visits abroad but those 
visits are not reciprocated by their counterparts as a result of Nepal’s ineffective 
diplomacy. This article concludes with conviction that the external trips of leaders 
must be reciprocated by the leaders of same stature of other countries which needs 
to be coupled with result bearing agenda for mutual benefit of the guest  receiving 
and guest sending countries that require skilled diplomacy  among the actors 
involved in Nepal’s foreign relations.      

Impact of Leaders’ Visits Abroad on Foreign Policy in the Context of Nepal 

The visits of high ranking authorities abroad occupy a place of importance for the 
host country in determining the nature, manner and success of bilateral relationship 
which also influence multilateral relations for both guest receiving and guest 
sending countries. This is achieved through courtesy based diplomatic dialogue with 
immediate and long term agenda among the concerned counterparts both in time 
of normalcy and hostility among the nations. The high level visits to foreign lands, 
therefore, serve as the key determinants in designing, formulating and managing 
foreign policy of any given country no matter big or small in shape and size, rich or 
poor in economic or military strength.     

* Mr. Karki is a Advocate & Former Member of NCWA
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Benefits

Seemingly from a mere ritualistic to a strategic political, economic and defense 
point of view, arranging the visits for the leaders from abroad to the host country 
and officials overseas visits for the leaders constitutes an integral part of the work 
of Ministry of Foreign Affairs specially for the Office of the Chief of Protocol with 
preoccupied mind set of mutual benefit to the concerned countries. Visits of high 
ranking leaders present the host country greater benefits to the nations since long 
time to date. With few exceptions this applies universally in maintaining relations 
among the community of nations.

Genesis

That the foreign visits at the state level by representing the country or government 
or the sovereign both in ceremonial and agenda based programmes abroad existed 
in ancient time is vividly revealed in the Sanskrit literature also (Joshi 1975).  At the 
crowning ceremony of Hindu king, the principal ritual of coronation, there would be 
provision for seat arrangement to the foreign dignitaries among the royalties, high 
ranking state level civil and military authorities, palace priest, physician etc. at the 
specially decorated holy stage.  Gone are those occasions since Nepal is currently 
a republic with no happening of coronation. Previously as the world’s only Hindu 
Kingdom such rituals would take place only in Nepal during the kingship.       

Importance

Former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill once remarked that the benefit 
to be acquired by a visit of his country’s queen to a foreign country would equal 
to the benefits of 10 ministers’ visit. By 2018 the queen of the United Kingdom, 
the world’s longest reigning monarch i.e. since 1952 to date has paid state visits to 
116 countries during her 265 official visits including repeated trips to few countries 
and herself hosted to her 113 counterparts from the foreign lands, (Sunday Times, 
2018). Had  Mao Tse Tung  visited the United States of America in the early 50s of 
immediate past century , as he had initially desired, not only the relation between 
the United States and China but also the course of communism would have taken 
another direction ( Khadka , 2008 ). Though not Mao Tse Tung but the US then 
president Richard Nixon paid an arousing official visit to China in 1972 that had 
hall marked as a diplomatic trump of both Nixon and Henry Kissinger. 

Obviously, visit by high ranking dignitaries to other countries yield better results to 
a country as the degree of achievement is determined by the level and diplomatic 
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kills of the visiting official. This is important not only for the political, diplomatic 
and defense purpose but also for economic, trade and commercial cooperation 
amongst the countries.

In Nepal’s Context

Visits by the Nepalese leaders to other countries can be traced from the period of 
isolation to modernization and from the autocratic to the democratic polities i.e. 
from the Rana regime to the modern era.  What it suggests is that even during the 
hereditary Rana regime officials visits to other countries took place though to a 
limited scale unlike today. It started with the trip of the first Rana Prime Minister 
Jung Bahadur Rana in 1850 to Great Britain, the then world power which was 
followed by the visit of another prime minister of the same dynasty Chandra 
Shumsher Rana in 1908.      

The post Rana polity of different types naturally witnessed higher frequencies of 
visits both by the Nepalese leaders to abroad and as well as returned visits by the 
by the foreign dignitaries to Nepal but the visits have been far less by the latter 
specially during the past two decades. The visit of Jung Bahadur Rana to the UK 
benefited the host country more than Nepal since Rana helped Britain by sending 
the Gorkha Army to quell the Spy Mutiny in 1857 launched against the East India 
Company rule in India. Off course that played an instrumental role since Rana 
succeeded in regaining the four districts that were lost under the unjustified Sugauli 
Treat.  Sher Bahadur Deuba is the first post Rana rule premier to pay an official visit 
to the Great Britain in 1996 during the John Major’s tenure.

Tanka Prasad Acharya was the first post Rana premier to pay an official visit to the 
People’s Republic of China in the mid 1950s. No other premier of Nepal made an 
official visit to foreign countries during 1950s The sudden dismissal of Matrika 
Prasad Koirala as prime minister barred him from leading a Nepali delegation to 
the first ever held Afro-Asian Conference held in Bandung of Indonesia which was 
Nepal’s first participation in an international forum abroad in 1955. Had Koirala 
been there as leader of Nepalese delegation, it would not have been his bilateral 
visit to Indonesia but an international event.  A top ranking bureaucrat cum diplomat 
Shobhag Jung Thapa led the Nepalese delegation instead. This event, however, 
earned Nepal a good name and fame amongst the community of nations especially 
among the Afro-Asian countries.

Acharya’s suite was followed by the first elected prime minister B. P. Koirala to 
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China also his official trips took place to India and Israel. Koirala also led the 
Nepalese delegation to the UN General Assembly in 1960 in response to the UN 
call to send a high level delegation under the leadership of either head of the state 
or head of the government to mark the 15th anniversary of the establishment of this 
world organization in 1945 right after the end of World War Second.

While the official visit to India and China by a Nepalese premier is a gesture of 
close ties with them which has been a common feature after 1960s to date with 
few exception, same to other countries is of additional importance depending upon 
the stature of the premier both within and outside the country, image and country 
situation both in Nepal and in the inviting or host country (ies).   

Sher Bahadur Deuba has had the highest frequency of official visits to the foreign 
countries as he is the first post Rana premier to pay an official visit to the United 
Kingdom at the invitation of his then British counterpart John Major in 1996. 
During his non premier period also he is reported to be frequently visiting quite 
a few countries as the guest of host countries’ government like Australia, China, 
Japan and European countries. But not all of those countries visited by Deuba were 
reciprocated by his counterparts’ visit to Nepal while the president of China Jang 
Zemin, the president of Germany, chancellor Helmot kohl had had official visits to 
Nepal during the Deuba’s period of premiership.

Though blamed for putting democracy in peril, on the domestic front, king Mahendra 
had high frequency of state visits to the foreign lands that heralded image and profile 
of Nepal in international front bilaterally and multilaterally. He led the Nepalese 
delegations to the nonaligned summits from the first to the third in Belgrade, 
the capital city of then Yugoslavia, Cairo and Lusaka in 1961, 1965 and in 1970 
respectively. He also paid many bilateral state visits including twice to the United 
States in 1960 and in 1967 , United Kingdom in 1960, Federal Germany , France , 
Japan , Egypt, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Myanmar , of course India and China and many 
other countries with state honour. Most of his visits abroad were reciprocated by his 
counterparts’ visits to Nepal. 

King Birendra had established himself as a distinct personality amongst his leading 
world counterparts especially among the Non Aligned countries’ Summits and 
SAARC community of nations coupled with his numerous bilateral and multinational 
visits in different times. They included, among many, state visits to many countries 
including the United States, United Kingdom, Japan, Australia, France, the former 
Soviet Union, Thailand and many more, and even more so to India that ranged from 
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state visits to religious visits at the host’s invitation, and to China 10 times that 
included state, official and non official visits including in transit to and from other 
countries but with state honours. Those visits were followed by sizable reciprocity 
of visits by the foreign head of the states to Nepal. 

The kings’ bilateral and multilateral visits were significantly reciprocated by their 
counterparts to Nepal that included, amongst many other, the queen Elizabeth of 
Great Britain in 1961 and 1986 at the invitation of king Mahendra and king Birendra 
respectively, the vice president of the United States in 1969, German president 
Henry Lubke in 1967, Yugoslavian president Marshal Tito , President of China 
, India, Russia and many more. The post 1990s witnessed no remarkable visits 
from abroad to Nepal except the visit of prime minister of Japan in August which 
reportedly was well ushered by the then Nepalese Ambassador to Japan Kedar 
Bhakta Mathema from his end. Also another significant visit to Nepal included 
that of the US secretary of state and the UK’ foreign secretary.  Nepal could not 
avail any opportunity to greet high level dignitaries even from her neighbouring 
countries what to talk of other foreign countries. 

The incumbent Indian premier Narendra Modi was an ice breaker by visiting Nepal 
for both bilateral and regional purpose after I.K Gujral’s visit to Nepal in the mid 
1990s though Atal Bihari Vaipai was in Nepal to attend the 11th SAARC Summit but 
it was not his bilateral visit to Nepal. 

In a similar manner the state visit of India’s president R.K. Narayan during king 
Birendra’s reign was not followed by any of his successors except the visit of 
Pranab Mukharji after many years. The case remained same with Nepal’s northern 
neighbour China. The state visit paid by the China’s president Xijin Ping in last 
November was an event that took place after 23 years of same level visit by the 
president Jiang Zemin in December 1996. .However, Chinese prime minister Wen 
Jiabao had paid a one day hectic visit to Nepal in 2012.

As the country situation has changed the incumbent K.P. Oli led communist 
government needs to be more mindful of managing external affairs with better 
expertise, skilled and experienced in an inclusive and participatory diplomacy 
construing this area as a challenge than mere an opportunity of exposures abroad 
without any significant results to the country.  Reciprocated foreign visits by the 
top leaders coupled with  well worked out agenda specific  plans, programmes  that 
are needful and useful to the country is one of the key instruments in spearheading 
Nepal  foreign  affairs under a nation centric foreign policy
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Nepal, NAM and Russia
                  Prabhu Yadav* 

Abstract

Nepal, a geo-strategic country in South Asia, has based its foreign policy on the 
basic principles of the Non-Aligned Movement. The fundamental objective of the 
foreign policy is to enhance the dignity of Nepal in the international arena by 
maintaining the sovereignty, integrity and independence of the country.  The foreign 
policy of Nepal is guided by the abiding faith in the United Nations and policy 
of non-alignment.  The basic principles guiding the foreign policy of the country 
include mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty; non-
interference in each other’s internal affairs; respect for mutual equality; non-
aggression and cooperation for mutual benefit.
Keywords: Nepal's role in foreign policy, militarization and degradation of the 
environment.
Introduction
In the mid Twentieth Century, Nepal became a member of Non – Aligned Movement 
(NAM), initiated by the third world leaders like Ghana’s first president Kwame 
Nkrumah, Yugoslavia’s president Josip Broz Tito, Egypt’s second president Gamal 
Abdel Nasser, Indonesia’s first president Sukarrno, and India’s first Prime Minister 
Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru. The notion of the Non – Aligned Movement was to 
“ensure independence, and it stayed away from military alliance represented by the 
former Soviet Union and the United States of America” (3). The concept of NAM 
was formed to neutralize the Cold War. The concept of NAM was first “propounded 
by Indian diplomat V. K. Krishna Menon” at the UN in 1953.The countries of Non 
– Aligned Movement were united for their independence, sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and security. Nepal wanted to be a free and peaceful nation by keeping 
itself aloof from military alliance in accordance with NAM principles. The security 
of a nation is the cornerstone issue of the Non – Aligned Movement. Nepal as a 
member of NAM also propounded a distinct philosophy of Lord Buddha amd the 
dignity of the tallest peak Mt. Everest in world history. 

* Mr. Yadav is a Lecturer in English, Patan Multiple Campus, TU and former Treasurer of NCWA
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Several treaties were signed with many countries in the year 1955. Nepal became 
a signatory of the UN Charter in December and Nepal’s diplomatic relations with 
People’s Republic of China was established in August, 1955. During the six decades 
of the 1950 treaty with India, Nepal’s foreign policy has followed “codes of the 
UN Charter, the Panchsheel, principles and objectives of International Law and 
NAM”(2). Nepal has always come under Indian influence in conducting its domestic 
affairs. Such an influence is not good as it might exacerbate bilateral relations.
Nepal's Role, Policy and Position
In the post World War II era, Nepal’s presence in the Non-Aligned movement went 
a long way for asserting the sovereign status of the country in the global order. 
In the early 1950s, many countries were not very sure about whether Nepal was 
a truly sovereign and independent country. This was reflected in the reservations 
encountered when Nepal first applied for membership of the United Nations in 
1953. So, late King Mahendra as well as other Nepali leaders made widespread 
international recognition of Nepal’s independence and sovereignty as the prime 
focus of Nepal’s foreign policy in the late 1950s and 1960s. King Mahendra’s 
participation at the Afro–Asian Conference, in Bandung, Indonesia in April 1955, 
was Nepal’s first foray into the international arena. Nepal participated in the 
conference of the Non-Aligned countries held in 1955 in Bangdung, Indonesia 
and has also been working for the promotion of the five principles of Panchasheel 
adopted by the conference. Nepal is one of the founding members of the movement. 
This was followed by Nepal’s admission as a member of the UN in December 1955. 
Thereafter, Nepal used the Summits of the Non-aligned Movement as important 
forums for asserting its status as a truly sovereign and independent country. 
Nepal’s active participation in the Ministerial and Summit-level meetings of the 
non-aligned movement allowed Nepali leaders to rub shoulders with diplomats 
and politicians from many countries with whom Nepal had not even established 
diplomatic relations. 
Nepal has always championed and defended the core values of the 
non-aligned movement. Nepal as an active member of the NAM has 
robustly contributed in all its Summit meetings and other forums since 
foundation with the objective of giving vitality to this organization. 
At the 17th Ministerial Meeting of NAM held at Algiers in 2014, Nepal was 
represented by its foreign minister. In the conference, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Mahendra Pandey voiced Nepal’s concerns with stronger emphasis on greater and 
effective unity and solidarity among the NAM member countries ‘on all outstanding 
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issues and problems’, and called for a cohesive approach to make the Non-Acligned 
Movement more effective and dynamic. 
This has been the consistent position and stance of Nepal ever since it joined the 
organization. In principle, Nepal’s policy and position have remained unchanged on 
NAM’s relevance and the need for making this movement more meaningful, vibrant 
and effective in tackling a wide range of problems and issues that the worlds, in 
general, and the developing world, in particular, are facing. 
The great importance Nepal attaches to NAM can be gleaned from its foreign policy, 
which is based on the ideals and principles of the UN Charter and the Non-aligned 
Movement Moreover, Nepal has also expressed a desire to support the initiatives of 
the Non-Aligned Movement to combat abject poverty, violation of human rights, 
the culture of violence and impunity, excessive militarization, and degradation of 
the environment.
Nepal – Russia Relations
Let me share with you a few words about the enduring bonds of cooperation and 
support between both Nepal and Russia. The Global Network Annual Meeting 2019 
being held in all three cities, Moscow, Crimea and St. Petersburg, has provided me 
the opportunity to highlight “Nepal – Russia Relations: A Nepalese Perspective”.
Nepal – Russia relations have remained cordial, cooperative, friendly and problem 
free ever since the establishment of diplomatic relations more than six decades 
ago. Nepal, in fact, takes pride in maintaining cordial and friendly relations with 
Russia which has remained a major influential power in international relations. 
Addressing a program organized by different Nepal – Russia friendship associations 
such as Russia Centre of Science and Culture, Nepal- Russia Friendship and 
Culture Association, Nepal – Russia Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and 
Mitrakunj, Russian Compatriots Program organized to mark the anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between Russia and Nepal, Chief Guest, the 
then deputy Prime Minister & Foreign Minister and former Speaker of Nepalese 
Parliament, Krishna Bahadur Mahara said that “Nepal – Russia relations have 
always been remained cordial and Russia is Nepal’s trusted friend.” He further 
continued: “Nepal always attaches great importance to relations with Russia. It has 
been playing a very important role to maintain world peace and harmony.”As a 
permanent member of UN Security Council, Russia no doubt plays a decisive role 
in maintaining international peace and security. As we all know, Russia is one of the 
few nuclear powers of the world. While its nuclear arsenal is huge and vast, it is not 
opposed to nuclear disarmament on earth and in space.



90)

NCWA, Annual Journal, 2020

Russia has assisted Nepal in human resources development (HRD) by providing 
opportunities, including scholarships to Nepalese students to study various courses, 
including technical subjects like medicine and engineering in reputed Russian 
universities and other advanced technical institutes. Nepal is proud to have more 
than 5000 Nepalese graduates of the Russian universities. These graduates have 
occupied important positions in government as well as in the private sector.
Russia has made tremendous progress in the field of science and technology, 
including exploration of outer space. It is our belief that Russia is opposed to 
militarization and nuclearization of outer space and has shown its readiness to reduce, 
if not completely eliminate, its nuclear stockpiles. Speaking at the 10th meeting of 
the Fourth Committee of sixty fifth UN General Assembly, the representative of 
the Russian Federation said that “the world faced the risk of turning outer space 
into an arena for the arms race which would negatively impact the overall spirit of 
cooperation and trust amongst countries.”It is a matter of satisfaction that Russia 
welcomes any initiative that would ensure sustainable peace so that people, in both 
developed and developing countries, could work tocreate a stable, prosperous and 
peaceful society. For development to take place at an accelerated pace, a country 
like Nepal needs trained and educated manpower and Russian cooperation in HRD 
development of this country is highly appreciated.
Way Forward 
Finally, we are confident that the present conference being held in Moscow, Crimea 
and St. Petersburg will strengthen global efforts to create a new global order based 
on peace, justice, equity and harmony to honour the aspirations of mankind against 
all kinds of arms and armament. The whole world knows that nations are spending 
millions of money in amassing arms and nuclear weapons on earth and even in 
space. Such a situation is bound to lead humanity to the brink of catastrophic war 
on earth and even in space. It is in this context that sensible human beings should 
oppose all war mongering activities that could ultimately invite the very extinction 
of humanity.
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NCWA held its 71st Anniversary on February 18, 2019, at Hotel Yellow Pagoda, 
Kathmandu. On the occasion, the Chief Guest, Hon'ble Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Mr. Pradeep Kumar Gyawali, addressed the Council. In his comprehensive 
statement, the foreign minister touched upon various aspects of Nepal's foreign 
policy that is being taken up by the present government. 

Nepal Council of World Affairs organized a roundtable seminar on "Promotion 
of Tourism between Nepal and Pakistan" in collaboration with the Embassy of 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to Nepal on February 25, 2019 in Kathmandu. On 
the occasion, bilateral relations and various issues related to tourism promotion in 
South Asia were discussed.

The Council organized an interaction on "Post Investment Summit 2019" on April 
7, 2019, at NCWA Hall, Pulchowk. Former Vice-Chairman of National Planning 
Commission, Mr. Deependra Bahadur Kshetry, and former Member of National 
Planning Commission, Dr. Posh Raj Pandey, were speakers on the topic. 

Nepal Council of World Affairs organized an interaction on "Human Rights 
and International Relations" on April 25, 2019, at NCWA Hall, Pulchowk. 
Chairperson of National Human Rights Commission-Nepal, and Former Chief 
Justice of Supreme Court of Nepal, Hon'ble Anup Raj Sharma delivered the speech 
on the occasion.

The NCWA organized an interaction on "Nepal-India-China Relations in the 
Present Context" on June 27, 2019, at NCWA Hall, Pulchowk. Chief Guest of the 
programme Former Prime Minister Rt. Hon’ble Madhav Kumar Nepal addressed 
the topic.

72nd Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Council was held on August 24, 
2019, at Hotel Yellow Pagoda, Kathmandu. The meeting passed the annual budget 
and proposed programme for the fiscal year 2019/2020. Executive member Miss 
Jaya Sharma, presented the annual report of 2076. Similarly, the treasurer, Mr. 
Rabindra Nath Bhattarai, presented financial statement and annual budget for the 
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next Fiscal Year 2076/77. The report was unanimously passed by the meeting. The 
meeting approved auditor’s report and financial report for the years 2018/2019 and 
appointed an auditor for the next fiscal year. The meeting ended with the concluding 
remarks by the President, Mr. Hemanta Kharel. 

Nepal Council of World Affairs organized a Festival Greetings at Hotel Akama, 
Dhumbarai, Kathmandu on 30th September 2019 several diplomats from Kathmandu 
based diplomatic missions, including Ambassadors, participated the programme. On 
that occasion exchange of greetings with the foreign dignitaries further highlighted 
the importance of Nepal’s cultural legacy. Mr. Arun KC, member of NCWA, fully 
supported the event.

Nepal Council of World Affairs organized an Interaction programme on "President 
Xi Jinping's Visit to Nepal and Nepal-China Relations" on October 20, 2019 
at NCWA Hall, Pulchowk, Lalitpur. Chief Guest of the programme, Hon’ble Jhala 
Nath Khanal, Former Prime Minister & Senior Leader of Nepal Communist Party 
and Special Guest of the programme, Dr. Narayan Khadka, Former Minister & 
Leader of Nepali Congress respectively spoke on the topic. 

International conference on "Peace Through Dialogue" was organized in Lumbini 
as a grand collaboration among the Government of Nepal, Lumbini Research 
Centre for Understanding and Peace (LUMREC), Nepal Council of World Affairs, 
(NCWA), Lumbini Buddhist University (LBU), and Lumbini Development Trust 
(LBT). This conglomeration of internal institutions and agencies was supported 
by Buddhist Sanghas and International agencies in Kathmandu. Chief Guest of the 
programme, Hon'ble Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr. Pradeep Kumar Gyawali, 
addressed this assembly. It was held in Lumbini on 10-12, December, 2019. 

Different Thematic Committees namely, Immediate Neighbor and Neighborhood 
Relations; International Relation and Economic Diplomacy; Good Governance and 
Sustainable Development; Peace, Security and Defense; and Human Rights are 
going to finalize their reports which will be published at an early date. 
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Chief Guest Hon'ble Minister 
for Foreign Affairs Pradeep 
Kumar Gyawali, Inauguration on 
Occasion of its 71st Anniversary 
on February 18, 2019

Group photo in the 71st 
Anniversary of NCWA on 

February 18, 2019

Hon'ble Foreign Minister 
Releasing NCWA Journal on the 
occasion of its 71st Anniversary 
on February 18, 2019.
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H.E. Mr. Mazhar Javed
Ambassador of the 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan to Nepal 
a roundtable seminar on "Promotion 

of Tourism between Nepal and 
Pakistan" on February 25, 2019

Participants in a roundtable 
seminar on "Promotion of 
Tourism between Nepal" and 
Pakistan on February 25, 2019

Participants in an 71st 
Anniversary of NCWA on 
February 18, 2019
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Former NPC Members Dr. Posh Raj 
Pandey and Mr. Deependra Bahadur 
Kshetry in an interaction on "Post 
Investment Summit 2019" on April 
7, 2019

Participants in an interaction on "Post 
Investment Summit 2019" on April 

7, 2019

Hon'ble Chairperson of National 
Human Rights Commission Nepal 
Anup Raj Sharma in an interaction 
on "Human Rights and International 
Relations" on April 25, 2019
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Participants in an interaction on 
"Human Rights and International 
Relations" on April 25, 2019

Chief Guest Hon'ble Madhav Kumar 
Nepal in an interaction on "Nepal-

India-China Relations in the Present 
Context" on June 27, 2019

Participants in an interaction on 
"Nepal-India-China Relations in the 
Present Context" on June 27, 2019
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Participants 72nd Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) of NCWA on 

August 24, 2019 

Treasurer Mr. Rabindra Nath Bhattrai 
Presenting financial report 

72nd Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) of the Council was held on 
August 24, 2019, 
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Former President Mr Birendra 
Bahadur Shrestha delivering speech 
on 72nd Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) of NCWA on August 24, 
2019 

Festival Greetings on 30th September 
2019

Chief Guest, Former Prime Minister 
Hon’ble Jhala Nath Khanal, 
delivering speech on "President Xi 
Jinping's Visit to Nepal and Nepal-
China Relations" on October 20, 
2019
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Participants in an interaction on 
"President Xi Jinping's Visit to Nepal 
and Nepal-China Relations" on 
October 20, 2019

Minister for Foreign Affairs Pradeep 
Gyawali Address in an International 

Seminar on "Peace Through 
Dialogue" in Lumbini on 10-12, 

December, 2019 

Participants in an International 
Seminar on "Peace Through 
Dialogue" in Lumbini on 10-12, 
December, 2019 


