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Nepal— Israel Relations

The Nepal Council of World Affairs (NCWA) organized an interaction programme on
Nepal-Israel Relations on January 10, 2023 at its hall in Pulchowk, Lalitpur with a
view to further strengthen the existing cordial relationship between these two countries.
On the occasion, the Israeli Ambassador to Nepal, H.E. Mr. Hanan Goder- Goldberger at-
tended the program as the Chief Guest. Former Ambassador Dr. Shambhu Ram Simkhada
was invited as a special guest. A large number of participants including former diplomats
attended the programme.
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The event started with welcome remarks by Mr. Hemanta Kharel, president of NCWA.
Mr. Kharel highlighted diplomatic relations between Israel and Nepal which was
established some sixty-two years ago. Nepal was one of the first countries to have recog-
nized Israel as a sovereign state as early as 1960. He said the relations between the two
countries are based on mutual respect, goodwill, and cooperation. The bilateral relations
are being strengthened over the years by the state visits of high-level dignitaries in both
countries including the late Prime Minister Mr. B.P Koirala, late King Mahendra, and
late King Birendra, followed by the visit of the Foreign Minister of Israel the late Moshe
Dayan in 1979. Mr. Kharel noted that the government of Israel, from the very beginning,
has provided continued economic support to the government of Nepal for which have
people of Nepal were thankful to the Israeli government. He specially commended the
assistance provided by Israel in areas such as agriculture, health, and education among
others. He also praised the Israeli government for providing experts to Nepal in various
fields.
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Mr. Kharel's welcome speech was followed by a remark from the special guest, former ambas-
sador Dr. Shambhu Ram Simkhada a well-known foreign policy expert of Nepal. Dr. Sim-
khada noted that diplomatic ties are important for countries to understand other countries'
perceptions, appreciate different cultures and views, and understand the needs and require-
ments of each other. He further said the foreign policy of Nepal, especially with India and
China, has been highly influenced by its geography. He said that the relationship between Ne-
pal and Israel has remained cordial over the last six decades. The credit for the establishment
of ties between these two countries goes to the farsightedness of the erstwhile political leader-
ship of both countries. Nevertheless, he said that, even though the relationships between
these two countries are being maintained continuously, there is a need to further strengthen
this relationship and take it to a further eight.

The Ambassador of Israel to Nepal H.E. Mr. Hanan [
delivered his guest lecture. On his deliberation,
Mr. Hanan noted that though Israel and Nepal
geographically are far from each other, the)
relationship between the two nations has remained
quite close and unique. Stating that the two nations
enjoy similarities in many areas, Mr. Hanan opined F’
that the increasing visits of people between the two
countries had contributed to strengthening ties at
the people-to-people level. He added that lately
there had been many high-level visits by Israeli delegates to Nepal which had contributed to
further expanding ties between the two countries.

Ambassador Hanan noted that there had been several instances of coordination and coopera-
tion between the two countries on various bilateral issues. Mr. Hanan felt very happy that Is-
rael had been able to provide moderate support to the economic development of Nepal in
various areas including agriculture, health and education among others. He further stated
that Israeli assistance was unique as its emphasis was more on professional training. Such
training would help the Nepali youth to directly contribute to the economic development of
their country after their return. This policy ensures that Nepali workers would be able to re-
turn to their country with good finances and abundant technical knowledge, thereby contrib-
uting to Nepal's development by promoting the culture of work in the youth.

Ambassador Mr. Hanan, nevertheless, felt that strong bilateral ties between Nepal and Israel
had not been translated into the same relations in multilateral platforms. He noted that Nepal
has been voting against Israel in almost 20 resolutions concerning the country every year. He
questioned why Nepal abstained from voting during the discussions on human rights abuse in
Iraq. He said that the countries that were part of the nonalignment movement have voted
neutrally towards Israel. He concluded his speech by arguing that the solution for Nepal is not
only in standing alone with Israel but also not standing against it at a time when Israel has
been trying to defend its existence.

Ambassador Hanan thanked NCWA for giving him an opportunity to speak about Nepal-

Israel relations in front of a distinguished audience.
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Nepal Council of World Affairs (NCWA) held its 75t Anniversary on February 23, 2023,
at the Rastriya Sabha Griha, Kathmandu. Rt. Hon’ble President of Nepal Mrs. Bidya Devi
Bhandari graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. On the occasion, NCWA also facilitated
Dr. Bhekh Bahadur Thapa, a former Foreign Minister and former President of NCWA, for
his outstanding contributions to strengthen Nepal's international relations. Rt. Hon'ble
President Bhandari released the NCWA annual journal 2023 during the occasion

NEPAL COUNCIL OF WORLD AFFAIRS
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President of NCWA Mr. Hemanta Kharel welcomed the Rt. Hon'ble President and other
invitees to the programme. In his welcome remarks, Mr. Kharel noted that NCWA over
the last 75t years had been providing a unique platform for interaction, debate and dis-
cussion among professional experts, diplomats and politicians as well as offering helpful
constructive suggestions of policy feedback to the government. He said that NCWA had
been bringing out an annual journal for a long time, and this year’s publication focused
mainly on development diplomacy. He also noted that NCWA had been felicitating distin-
guished persons of the country for their contributions in different fields. Accordingly,
NCWA has chosen Dr. Bhekh Bahadur Thapa this year for contributing to enhancing the
international relations of Nepal.
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Dr. Bhekh Bahadur Thapa thanked NCWA for recognizing his works during his tenure as For-
eign Minister of the country as well as while serving as ambassador to the United States and
India. Dr. Thapa noted that for Nepal to be able to tackle the geopolitical challenges, there has
to be good governance at home. He said political chaos at home had only helped the foreign
actors to be dominant in our internal politics. He added that geopolitics is forever changing
and the competition seems to be on who will be more powerful. Our two neighboring coun-
tries are emerging as major economic and military powers. China is rising very fast and the
US has taken it as a challenge. Nepal needs to study these changing contexts and determine
wherein lies our interests. Dr. Thapa also highlighted some issues pertaining to the foreign
policy of Nepal. He said that we have not been consistent in our approach. Our major concern
in foreign policy keeps changing along with government change and this laxity has overshad-
owed the need for determining our foreign policies.
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In her special address, the Rt. Hon'ble President Bhandari thanked NCWA for inviting her as
Chief Guest on the occasion of its 75th-anniversary programme. She lauded NCWA for provid-
ing a platform for conducting interaction programmes on international relations and other
topics of national interest continuously since its establishment in 2004 B.S. She noted that
the discussions, suggestions and recommendations of such interaction programmes will be
extremely helpful to the government in forming its views on international relations. She fur-
ther noted that on the one hand, the world has witnessed remarkable achievements, espe-
cially in the area of science and technology which had contributed to making the life and liv-
ing conditions of mankind a lot easier. On the other hand, it was unable to satisfactorily ad-
dress complex challenges including income inequality, poverty, climate change, etc. Nepal has
been attempting to address these challenges in its own way.

The Rt. Hon'ble President stated that Nepal has been able to maintain its independence and
sovereignty since its establishment, even though it has been sandwiched between two giant
nations. Therefore, its foreign policy has been influenced by this geopolitical reality. She felt
happy that Nepal has established diplomatic relations with about 178 countries of the world.
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The objective of our foreign policy is to improve and enhance its relationship for the benefit of
Nepali people not only with those countries, but also with other multinational organizations.
She hoped that the NCWA will continue supporting the government, efforts in meeting these
objectives by providing an effective forum to discuss various issues.

Mr. Ramesh Singh, Secretary General of NCWA, gave the vote of thanks to the President of
Nepal and the audience.

(President's speech is attached)
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